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Ion Solutions, the Irish owned 
provider of audio-visual solutions, 
has designed and installed state-
of-the-art technology in the Virgin 
Media Television News Hub. 
The new technology ensures 
content is delivered in a more 
visually engaging manner, 
leading to a more enjoyable 
experience for viewers. The 
flexibility of the technology also 
means that it is particularly suited 
to news programming during 
high profile events such as Storm 

Emma or the Pope’s Visit. The 
technology is ideal for using 
infographics, maps and other 
visual aids and involved the 
installation of 32 Christie 55-inch 
flat panels, configured in portrait 
mode as two rows of 16 monitors. 
In addition to the screens, Ion 
Solutions installed eight UHD 4K 
feeds from two Christie Pandoras 
Box Servers, with eight live HD 
inputs to feed the videowall’s 
‘picture-in-picture’ facility. 
W: www.ionsolutions.ie

The CIS Special Report on all key and major 
construction projects that will either start, 
progress or be completed in 2019, will be 
available to buy from the 12th December 
2018. It is described as the essential strategic 
planning tool for all companies that wish to 
take full advantage of continued growth 
in the Irish construction industry. Now in its 
23rd year, the report contains hundreds of 

opportunities for your business and once 
again, this year’s report includes in-depth 
analysis from leading authorities in the Irish 
construction sector.  The hardcopy report 
can be ordered at the special price of €275 
and will also be provided in PDF format. 
To order your copy, email Alan Chapman 
at achapman@cisireland.com or 
call 00353 (0)1 2999 201 

New technology system by Ion 
Solutions at Virgin Media Television

Construction opportunities 2019 report

BREXIT Briefing
In relation to Brexit discussions 
and interested parties the NSAI 
is running a ‘Brexit Information 
Briefing’ on the possible impact 
on the sale of goods and services 
to and from the UK, post Brexit. 
This event is relevant for 
manufacturers, importers, 
distributors, contractors and 
specifiers and takes place on 
December 11 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel, Northwood, Santry, 
Dublin 9 from 8am to 11am.
Discussions will focus on a 
wide range of standards and 
certification issues including 
sector specific information for 
construction,  the role of the EN 
and ISO standards, the status of 
CE marking, the significance of 
Brexit for importers, authorised 
representatives and distributors 
as well as the the impact on 
certification and trade.
This event is free to attend but 
online booking is mandatory. 
Visit www.nsai.ie/brexit/nsai-
brexit-unit-roadshow/ for more 
information.
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South Eastern Regional College 
(SERC) has created an educational 
partnership with specialist fire, 
security and maintenance services 
provider, Solutions for Systems 
Limited, based in Bangor.
The small business has benefited 
from SERC’s expertise thanks to 
the Innovate Us Employer Support 
Programme and the Skills Focus 
Training programme, both funded by 
the Department for the Economy.  
Through the collaboration, Solutions 
for Systems Limited has benefited 

from a range of training including 
a Level 2 Technical Certificate 
in Fire and Security and an 
Initial Inspections and Testing 
qualification.  The company has 
also benefited from one-to-one 
mentoring and has developed an 
innovative workflow management 
system. 
To find out how your business can 
get results from SERC visit 
www.serc.ac.uk, call Jeb Berkeley 
on 078 2651 6651 or e-mail 
jberkeley@serc.ac.uk

Staff across all Century Electrical 
Wholesale (CEW) branches in 
Northern Ireland produced a 
Spooktacular performance to raise 
money for PIPS (Public Initiative for 
the Prevention of Suicide and Self 
Harm). All eight branches hosted a 
Halloween breakfast morning, with 
the majority of staff getting into the 
spirit and donning scary costumes 
for the day. The event is set to 
raise in the region of £1,500 to 
help provide support to individuals 
who are considering, or who 
have at some point considered, 
ending their own lives. CEW thanks 
customers and suppliers for their 
generous support.
W: centuryelectrical.co.uk

SERC helps local company innovate 

Spooky event raises money for PIPS

Pictured during a training session are Robert Hamill, SERC Fire and Security Lecturer, with William 
McBride, Solutions for Systems Limited Director, and Jeb Berkeley, SERC Account Manager.

Core backs 
plastic recycling 
campaign
Core is supporting efforts 
to reduce the use of plastic 
by backing a drive by 
manufacturing partner, 
Marshall-Tufflex to put 
recycling at the heart of cable 
management specifications.
In essence, Marshall-
Tufflex’s ultimate goal 
is for all PVC-U cable 
management specifications 
to state that systems should be 
manufactured from a minimum 
of 50% recycled plastic. 
Paul Hetherington, CEO of 
Marshall-Tufflex, explained, “We 
hope our drive to encourage 
the market to use products 
with a high recycled PVC 
content will encourage other 
manufacturers to up their 
recycling and reuse efforts.
“At the moment, we stop the 
equivalent in weight of 300 
double decker buses of PVC-U 
going to landfill each year. 
If more cable management 
producers joined us we could 
double or treble that amount, 
which would make a terrific 
impact on the environmental 
performance of our sector and 
really contribute towards a 
circular economy.”
Core has been Marshall-
Tufflex’s distribution partner for 
40 years ad is supporting this 
campaign in both Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland.
W: www.coreelectrical.com 



34 Montgomery Road, Belfast, BT6 9HL.
T: 028 9079 2155

or visit www.flexform.co.uk

NEW LIGHTING
SHOWROOM

NOW OPEN

DECORATIVE LAMP
SPECIALISTS

FROM STOCK: 
STANDARD GLS ECO HALOGEN 

AND LED, ALL DIMMABLE.
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TECHNICAL SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Specialising in life safety products, ESP Ireland is seeking to fill a technical sales 
representative position in the west of Ireland.  
This is an exciting opportunity which offers an attractive renumeration package for the 
successful candidate.
Experience in the electrical industry is beneficial but not a requirement. 

CV to: derek@espi.ie

Tel: 00353 (1) 5577 290 
18 Corrig Road, Sandyford Industrial Estate. Dublin D18 WV79, Ireland

Fire Alarm System | Door Entry Systems | Emergency Lighting | CCTV | Area Protection
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INDUSTRY NEWS

will have been quizzed to the nth 
degree before being included on 
Scotopic Solutions’ portfolio.
For the record, Scotopic is the vision 
of the eye under low-light levels. The 
term comes from Greek - skotos, 
meaning “darkness”, and -opia, 
meaning “a condition of sight”.
“In essence, we will be offering 
solutions to darkness, which is 
exactly what lighting delivers.”

T: Michael Martin, Sales Director, 
07543841248
E: michael@scotopicsolutions.com
W: www.scotopicsolutions.com

For over 30 years, Michael Martin 
has been associated with 
Thorn Lighting in both Northern 

Ireland and the Republic of Ireland 
but now this well-known and 
respected individual is looking to 
the future with a new venture.
The former Regional Director of 
Ireland for the Zumtobel Group – 
of which Thorn is a part of – is set 
to officially launch a new lighting 
company called Scotopic Solutions 
which he believes can fill a niche in 
the local marketplace.
“I really enjoyed my time at Thorn 
and the opportunities they offered 
me to progress my career,” said 
Michael. “However, my focus 
now is on the future and that is 
why I have established Scotopic 
Solutions.”
Michael’s passion is clearly in the 
lighting sector and with over three 
decades of experience, he is 
excited about his new venture.
“I took a bit of time to assess my 
next step forward and, in the end, 
I felt that it had to be in the lighting 
sector. I had other opportunities 
within the electrical industry but 
lighting is a sector that I am very 
passionate about and that will be 
clear in how Scotopic Solutions 
conducts business.”
Michael is keeping the details of 
the business firmly under wraps 
before an official launch in 2019 
but he was able to reveal a few 
snippets.
“We will be representing a number 
of respected lighting companies 
who share our values and that we 
think can make an impact in the 
lighting sector here,” explained 
Michael. “We set three main criteria 
when looking for lighting partners 
– firstly that the products had to be 
UK made; that they had to have a 
degree of industry pedigree; and, 

finally, that the products were high 
quality.
“We have developed a portfolio of 
products that is energy efficient and 
offers solutions for interior and exterior 
lighting as well as lighting controls. 
“Quality, performance and design 
are essential factors, and that is what 
we will offer once Scotopic Solutions 
is officially launched. I’m looking 
forward to working with consultants, 
suppliers and contractors once again 
– these are exciting times and I can’t 
wait to get officially started.”
If the research that Michael put into 
deciding on the name of his new 
company is anything to go by, then it 
is clear that potential manufacturers 

IRELAND’S ELECTRICAL MAGAZINE TALKS TO MICHAEL MARTIN ABOUT HIS FUTURE PLANS 
IN THE INDUSTRY…

Michael looks ahead with confidence



NORTHERN IRELAND’S 
ONLY DEDICATED AWARDS

for the electrical industry 
returns in 2019

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES
Friday, April 12, 2019

AWARD CATEGORIES
Log onto www.elecmagazine.com 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Award sponsorship opportunities are now available

contact Janice on 028 9261 2990 or e-mail janice@kmpltd.co.uk 
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AWARDS 2019

It’s that time again to get your entries in for 
Northern Ireland’s Electrical Awards 2019, 
which will take place at the Crowne Plaza 

Hotel, Belfast on Friday, June 21.
Launched in 2013, this highly successful, biennial 
awards continue to grow in popularity, with 
the 2017 rewards recording a record number 
of entries. A wide range of categories have 
been selected to enable as many different 
aspects of the diverse electrical industry to be 
recognised. The 2019 categories include:

• Apprentice of the Year
• Sales Representative of the Year
• Best Marketing Campaign of the Year
• Unsung Hero
• Lighting Product of the Year
• Lighting Project of the Year
• Domestic Electrical Project of the Year
• Commercial Electrical Project of the Year
• Fire & Security Contractor of the Year
• Specialist Contractor of the Year
• Electrical Product of the Year
• Electrical Contractor of the Year 
 (Small Category)
• Electrical Contractor of the Year 
 (Medium Category)
• Electrical Contractor of the Year 
 (Large Category)
• Electrical Wholesaler Awards
• Overall Achievement Award

The awards are judged by an independent 
judging panel and offer the perfect opportunity 
for industry professionals to showcase the high 
calibre of their work. 
To request your entry forms or for more 
information, contact Janice Uprichard on 
028 9261 2990 or e-mail janice@kmpltd.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND’S ELECTRICAL 
AWARDS 2019 WILL RECOGNISE THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF CONTRACTORS, 
WHOLESALERS, MANUFACTURERS, 
PRODUCTS AND PEOPLE…

Northern Ireland’s 
Electrical Awards 
return!

Sponsorship opportunities...
With an engaged audience of key decision makers, 
Northern Ireland’s Electrical Awards offer companies the 
opportunity to associate their name with the best in the 
industry through a sponsorship package.
For more information, contact Janice Uprichard on 
028 9261 2990 or e-mail janice@kmpltd.co.uk 
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retrofit lighting schemes.
Over the past three years, SSE 
Airtricity has invested €1million 
in over 100 lighting upgrade 
projects carried out by Verde 
LED. These projects have 
resulted in energy savings of 
10 gigawatt hours (GWh), or 
enough to power around 2,300 
Irish homes. The annual savings 
from these projects have 
totalled over €1.5 million. Over 
the next 12 months, SSE Airtricity 
has agreed to fund 4GWh of 
delivered energy with Verde 
LED, saving enough energy to 
power nearly 1,000 Irish homes.

children between the ages of 5 and 
7 years of age a building she worked 
on in Dublin. The video shows just 
how early our thoughts around 
‘gendered careers’ start, but also 
how open little minds can be to new 
or indeed surprising ideas such as 
female ‘builders.’ 
Earlier this year, the CIF 
commissioned a survey to discover 

exactly how many women are 
working in the Irish construction 
industry, in what roles and at what 
levels. It showed that over 70% of 
construction companies recognise 
the need for more women in the 
industry. However, on average 
approximately only one out of 10 
construction workers are female.
W: www.cif.ie/building-equality

Phil Kane, Country Manager at Eaton 
Corporation Ireland, gave her views 
on gender equality in the construction 
sector at the recently held Building 
Equality event, organised by the 
Construction Industry Federation (CIF). 
A #BuildingEquality video was also 
released to mark the event, featuring 
Project Manager with Bennett 
Property Carole Smillie, showing 

SSE Airtricity and Verde LED 
partner up

Schneider Electric hosts 
Innovation Day, Dublin

CIF launches #buildingequality video

Schneider Electric recently hosted an 
Innovation Day at the Aviva Stadium in 
Dublin. The event marked the launch of the 
next generation of EcoStruxure platforms, 
covering both EcoStruxure building and 
EcoStruxure power architectures. Customers 
were invited to discover how Schneider 
Electric’s IoT enabled, plug-and-play, open, 
interoperable architecture and platform is 
shaping the future of Building and Power 
management. 
The event also offered customers the chance 
to learn how to employ power management 
to optimise capital investment and maximise 
OpEx and understand how to leverage 
cloud analytics and IoT to enhance building 
management and occupant experience. 
Commenting on the event, Vladimir Tichy, 
Vice President Ireland, Schneider Electric 
said, “We are delighted to showcase 
tomorrow’s technologies and announce the 
launch of our next generation EcoStruxure 
platforms. Only by preparing to power the 
digital economy, will businesses be able to 
increase their efficiency, business growth and 
profitability.”
W: www.schneider-electric.us

SSE Airtricity has announced 
a new partnership with Verde 
LED to provide LED lighting 
upgrades and energy-
efficiency improvements to 
businesses across Ireland. SSE 
Airtricity has a well-established 
relationship with Verde LED 
and has been working with 
the company on lighting 
upgrade projects commercial 
customers since 2015. This 
strategic partnership has also 
resulted in Verde LED being 
chosen as the preferred 
partner in the delivery of SEAI-
supported, community-based, 
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viable lighting option. We felt 
that the shift in technology was 
presenting us with an opportunity 
to capture the industrial and 
commercial client base. The 
company began operating in the 
middle of a recession, and that 
actually worked for us as people 
were looking for ways to reduce their 
energy costs. We got in at a good 
time; we were actually one of the 
first LED companies to the market,” 
said John Keohane, CEO at Verde 
LED. 

From the start, the aim for the 
Cork-based firm was to provide 
clients with a full turnkey solution. 
John and Paul set about designing, 
manufacturing, supplying, installing 
and project managing the highest 
quality LED lighting solutions for the 
industry – and they didn’t let a small 
thing like experience hold them 
back.
“I have a degree in finance but I’ve 
always had an interest in energy 
efficiency and renewables. From a 
finance perspective I could see the 

Sometimes, it’s all about being in 
the right place at the right time. 
In 2010, as the Irish economy 

was in the throes of a devastating 
recession, John Keohane and Paul 
Martin decided they’d set up an LED 
lighting company. 
With no outside finance and no real 
idea if they were on to a winner, 
they began providing lighting 
solutions to the industrial and 
commercial industry. 
“Myself and Paul were starting to 
see LED emerging as a commercially 

A TRUE CRADLE-TO-GRAVE LIGHTING COMPANY, VERDE LED OFFERS A UNIQUE SERVICE 
TO THE INDUSTRY…

That lightbulb moment

IN FOCUS

“The challenge is ensuring customers get a 

value-added service every time.”

John Keohane.
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for us at the time.” 
It was a gamble that paid off. The 
company picked up a couple of 
overseas distributors whom they are 
still doing business with today. 
“We were throwing our eggs into 
the one basket and hoping it would 
work; and it did. That started our 
expansion into overseas markets 
through a distribution network. 
Organically we started growing 
customers in other markets - for 
example, companies that we had 
in Ireland wanted us to follow them 
into the UK. That led us to other 
countries including Holland and 
China. Our primary focus is still on 
delivering turnkey solutions in Ireland 
and the UK.”
The company has been growing 
consistently year on year. 

“This year we’re 35% up on last year. 
We’re taking on additional staff, 
we’re getting into bigger projects all 
the time and we’re also expanding 
into niche markets like sports lighting 
and cleanroom lighting.” 
The challenge is ensuring customers 
get a value-added service every 
time. 
“Sometimes we can add more value 
in different sectors or we try to find 
the sectors that are under-served. 
Maybe they don’t have a particular 
product type or solution available to 
them. They’re the sectors that we try 
and target.”
In the commercial and industrial 
space, the Verde team focuses on 
a narrow range of products and 
solutions to ensure a successful job 
every time.
“It’s about focusing on a few 
different target markets and 
ensuring we’re coming up with 
the best solutions and services. We 
know that we’re not the only lighting 
company in the world, so we need 
to make sure that what we do, we 
do extremely well,” added John.
“Repeat business depends on it and 
we’re happy to say we have a lot of 
customers coming back to us on a 
regular basis.” 
What started out as just two people 
has now grown into a 23-strong 
company. 
“Starting out in a recession was 
probably a great grounding for us as 
it gave us a strong sense of discipline 
and gave us the resources we 
needed to get through the tough 
times.”

paybacks that lighting would give. 
“Before setting up the company, 
we looked at wind and solar 
but they were all heavily reliant 
on grants and subsidies and the 
paybacks were much longer. With 
lighting, you’re looking at two to 
three year paybacks. Technology 
was getting more efficient and 
pricing was coming down. It was a 
no brainer of a proposition.”
The first couple of years were all 
about establishing a firm foothold. 
Once that was achieved, John and 
Paul decided it was time to cast the 
net a bit wider.
“We exhibited at Light + Building 
in Frankfurt in 2012, the biggest 
lighting fair in the world. It was a big 
punt for us - it cost about €50,000 to 
exhibit and that was huge money 

IN FOCUS

T: 00353 (0)21 4861577
E: info@verdeled.com
www.verdeled.com

“We felt that shift 
in technology was 
presenting us with an 
opportunity to capture 
the industrial and 
commercial client base.”
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ELECTEX DUBLIN 2018 REVIEW 

ELECTEX Dublin - Ireland’s leading 
electrical trade event - has once 
again proved that nothing beats 

doing business face-to-face.
This established platform for bringing 
the trade together was attended 
by a diverse range of specialists 
ranging from the experienced 
contractors, apprentices and facilities 
management teams working on site to 
the office-based personnel planning, 
designing and managing residential 
and commercial projects. Also in 
attendance were representatives of 
wholesalers, distributors, County Council 
and Government departments.
“ELECTEX Dublin has proved a 
successful way of getting the industry 

together and so many of our 
exhibitors reported that they made 
connections with visitors that they 
wouldn’t normally have come 
across,” explained Janice Uprichard, 
Publication Manager of Ireland’s 
Electrical Magazine, the hosts of the 
event. “Not only that, but a lot of 
business was completed over the two 
days, with plenty more leads to follow 
up on.
“It creates a positive business 
environment and we look forward to 
returning to Dublin in 2019.”
For more information ELECTEX Dublin 
2019, contact Janice Uprichard on 
01 696 8319 or 028 9261 2990 or 
e-mail janice@kmpltd.co.uk

Business boosted at ELECTEX Dublin

DUBLIN 2018
ELECTEX
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ELECTEX DUBLIN 2018 REVIEW 







COMPANY NEWS – DOWDS GROUP

in some way the help Macmillan 
can provide. Due to this, Dowds 
wanted to take opportunity to 
give a little back for the help they 
have provided to so many of us. 
Dowds Group has worked 
with AWARE for a number of 
years, availing of advice and 
guidance in the prevention and 
treatment of mental ill-health. 
It is an unfortunate fact that 
the construction industry suffers 
a higher incidence of mental 
illness than any other industry 
in the UK. As well as providing 
support services, AWARE delivers 
mental health and well-being 
programmes into communities, 
schools, colleges, universities and 

Dowds Group reached the 
company’s 40th year in 
business in 2018 and, to 

celebrate this milestone, the team 
aimed to raise £40,000 to distribute 
across four different charities. 
Dowds not only reached the target, 
but the company exceeded it. With 
donations still coming in Dowds is 
sure to hit £60,000! The four charities 
selected by Dowds staff for the 
company’s ’40 for Forty’ campaign 
are the Electrical Industries Charity, 
Macmillan Cancer Support, AWARE 
NI and The Boom Foundation, each 
with a meaningful decision behind 
why they were chosen. 
EIC supports the electrical industry 
with well-being solutions to transform 

and rebuild the lives of people by 
offering support programmes for 
apprentices, employees and their 
families and pensioner support. This is 
a charity that is held close to Dowds’ 
hearts, especially after the support 
it provided for the family of a former 
Dowds employee who sadly passed 
in 2014.   
Macmillan has millions of supporters, 
professionals, volunteers and 
campaigners who give support, 
energy and inspiration back to 
individuals and families of those who 
have battled cancer. With support 
services throughout the UK, including 
centres close to Dowds’ three offices 
in Ballymoney, Belfast and London, 
so many people have experienced 

LEADING M&E CONTRACTOR MARKS FOUR DECADES IN BUSINESS BY RAISING OVER 
£40,000 IN SUPPORT OF FOUR DIFFERENT CHARITIES…

Dowds Group exceeds 
40 for Forty target
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COMPANY NEWS – DOWDS GROUP

James Dowds, Managing Director, 
Dowds Group, said, “We are 
overwhelmed by the generosity 
that everyone has shown in 
backing our 40 for Forty campaign. 
So to our own staff, the local 
communities we work in and to 
the wider construction industry, we 
want to say a huge thank you for 
everyone’s support.
“As well as raising money for these 
four important charities, this year 
has has been an opportunity to 
look back and recognise the 
hard work and dedication of all 
our employees, past and present, 
over the last 40 years and we are 
all looking forward to a successful 
future.”

Dowds Group, Head Office, 
2-4 Milltown Road, Ballymoney, 
Co. Antrim, BT53 6LE
T: 028 2766 2789 
E: info@dowdsgroup.com
www.dowdsgroup.com

workplaces, such as Dowds.  
Finally, The Boom Foundation is 
the only charity in NI supporting 
patients with Sarcoma. 50% of the 
charity’s money goes towards 
Sarcoma UK research and the other 
50% goes directly to benefiting 
the patients. All the work of The 
Boom Foundation is voluntary 
with no overheads. Dowds staff 
member, Carolyn McKiernan, 
experienced first-hand the support 
and help Boom offers which is why 
Dowds Group wanted to take this 
opportunity to give back to Boom.
With the four charities selected, 
Dowds Group planned and held 
a number of events which took 
place throughout the year. The 
40 for Forty campaign got off to 
a successful start in December 
2017 with a Christmas at the Races 
event with Malone Lighting as the 
main sponsor of the event at the 
Elk, Toomebridge. 
Following on in April, a fun-filled 
Family Fun Day was held at Joey 
Dunlop Centre, Ballymoney 
with Unitrunk Cable Trunking 

Systems as main sponsor. After 
months of dedicated training, 
Dowds Director, Brian Cunning, 
conquered his Everest Base Camp 
Trek reaching Base Camp after 9 
long, hard days of trekking! In the 
same month, a number of Dowds 
staff bravely tackled Run Mucker 
Run and the Belfast Marathon in 
May. 
Dowds then started the summer 
with a superb Golf Day tournament 
on what was one of the hottest 
days of the year in June. Whitecroft 
Lighting was the main sponsor of 
the event and along with 30 ‘Four 
Ball’ teams and different sponsors 
at each hole, the event was a 
great success. In July, Director 
Bryan Armstrong completed an 
epic mountain biking challenge 
‘The Crossing’, taking on 200 miles 
over 3 intense days.
Dowds recently held the finale 
event, The Gala, on Friday, 
October 19 at Galgorm Resort 
& Spa that rounded off this 
magnificent campaign – turn to 
page 22 for full details of this event.
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TURN TO 
PAGE 22 FOR 

PICTURES FROM 
THE GALA 

CELEBRATION 
NIGHT. 



COMPANY NEWS – DOWDS GROUP

from local comedian, Colin 
Barkley, and singers Dave Martin 
and the Casino Cats as well as a 
prize ballot and silent auction. The 
Gala event was a fitting end to an 
incredible year of fundraising and 
teambuilding for Dowds Group..

Dowds Group, Head Office, 
2-4 Milltown Road, Ballymoney, 
Co. Antrim, BT53 6LE
T: 028 2766 2789 
E: info@dowdsgroup.com
www.dowdsgroup.com

Dowds Group marked the 
end of the company’s ’40 
for Forty’ campaign with a 

magnificent finale event – The Gala.
Held in October at the Galgorm 
Resort & Spa, the night was not 
only a part of the ’40 for Forty 
campaign’ but a celebration 
for Dowds Group’s 40 years in 
business, highlighting the growth, 
accomplishments and partnerships 
the company has built.
250 guests were present, including 
close family and friends, current 
and past employees, and many 
supportive clients and suppliers. As 
part of the proceedings there were 

presentations from Lynsey Atkinson 
of Macmillan, Leona Rankin of The 
Boom Foundation, Tessa Ogle of 
Electrical Industries Charity and 
Bernard McAneney of AWARE - 
the four charities the campaign is 
supporting.
Speeches by company founders 
and brothers, John Francis and 
Hector Dowds, as well as current 
Managing Director, James Dowds, 
looked at the progression of the 
company over the last 40 years 
as well as looking ahead to a 
successful future.
In addition to a four-course meal, 
guests also enjoyed entertainment 

DOWDS GROUP MARKS THE END OF THE COMPANY’S 40 FOR FORTY CHARITY 
CAMPAIGN…

The Gala is a fitting finale
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Nicholas and Aileen McKee, JohnJ Dowds and Michaela Donaghy, John 
Francis and Veronica Dowds, Michael Óg and Carolyn McKiernan. 

Bryan and Carly Armstrong.
Mr and Mrs Raymond Gilroy, 
Gilbert-Ash.

Karl McKillop and colleagues 
from Heron Bros.

Darrell and Donna McGuckian, with 
John and Jamie Wilson, Farrans.

Leona Rankin and colleagues 
from The Boom Foundation.Julian and Joanne McCamphill.

David and Lisa Algie, ARUP.
Gerard Dowds with wife Angie 
and daughters Anna and Mary.

James and Roisin Dowds, Bernie and Hector Dowds, Louise and Niall Dowds. 
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environments. 
The Prelux fire-rated 
downlight range has also 
expanded to include 
the new GU10 Flame in 
6 different models. Fire-
rated up to 90 minutes 
and available in either 
IP44 or IP65, the Flame 
range comes with a 
choice of sleek white or 
chrome finishes that will 
enhance any domestic or 
commercial space. Flame 
is also available in fixed 
or tiltable trim for added 
flexibility.
Speaking of flexibility, the 
new Task adjustable linear 
fitting is an exciting addition 
that offers an ideal solution 
for retailers. Task has the 
ability to adjust two parallel 
linear strips of light at 
different angles, focusing 
them independently on 
opposite sides of the 
supermarket aisle. Task is 
available up to 15,000Lm 
with a choice of three 
diffusers and can be either 
surface/track mounted or 
suspended.
Another innovative addition 
is the impressive Nova track 
spot which has the ability 
to adjust beam angle 
between 15-90o, providing 
superior accent lighting for 
galleries and museums. The 
beautiful sleek and simple 
Nova also includes on-
board dimming as standard 
and the CREE COB LEDs 
provide excellent colour 
fidelity. 
The Nova is perfectly 
complemented by the 
new Alina track mounted 
adjustable linear fitting. 
Available in 10W or 20W, 
and with the ability to 

It has been another busy 
year for ECI Lighting as 
the company continues 

to expand its highly 
successful Prelux LED 
range with the addition 
of some exciting and 
innovative new products. 
Prelux can now offer 
both indoor and outdoor 
emergency lighting 
solutions with the 
introduction of the Event 
range. This competitively 
priced emergency 
range includes an 
exit box, standalone, 
twinspot and an IP65 
weatherproof bulkhead 
for outdoor applications. 
The Event range is 
complemented by 
the addition of the 
IP65 Venus bulkhead 
which also includes four 
emergency models. 
The Venus comes with 
a tough IK10 impact 
protection rating which 
makes it a sturdy choice 
for outdoor bulkhead 
applications. The 
emergency models 
come with a lithium-
ion battery pack that 
provides up to 3 hours of 
light when and where it is 
needed.
The third new addition 
to the rapidly growing 
Prelux emergency range 
is the 58W 5ft Campus 
surface luminaire which 
is designed specifically 
for academic buildings. 
Also available in 
standard mode, this slim, 
contemporary style twin 
surface fitting provides 
an efficient 100Lm/W 
and an excellent quality 
of luminance for learning 

LIGHTING

ECI Lighting 
expands Prelux 
LED range

EXCITING ADDITIONS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS TO AN ALREADY 
SUCCESSFUL PRODUCT RANGE…

DUBLIN: 34/35 North Park, North Road, 
Finglas, Dublin 11, D11 E364
T: 00353 1 860 1860
E: info@ecilighting.ie

CORK: Unit 613, Harbour Business Park, 
Little Island, Co. Cork
T: 00353 (0)21 488 3434
E: lslye@ecilighting.ie

BELFAST: 3 Duncrue Industrial Park, 
Duncrue Road, Belfast, BT3 9BP
T: 0044 (0)28 9075 6436
E: belfast@ecilighting.co.uk

www.ecilighting.co.uk
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highly efficient, the new 
IP65 Garage fitting is the 
next generation of LED 
lighting for underground 
and multi-storey car parks. 
Garage produces an 
exceptional 130Lm/W and 
provides optimal low glare 
illumination with a wide 
147o beam angle for dark 
and damp spaces.  
For the first time Prelux LED 
can now also offer IP66 
stadium quality floodlights 
with the outstanding new 
125Lm/W Empire Pro and 
the 135Lm/W Stadium 
ranges which are capable 
of producing up to an eye-
watering 37,500 lumens. 
There have also been a 
number of improvements 
made to the existing 
Prelux ranges, with the 
highly successful Prowler 
floodlight models being 
given a stunning sleek new 
look while the Elsa 600 x 
600 panel is now available 
in a more efficient 26W 
model. 
The Eco LED strip range 
has also been given a 
complete overhaul with 
the addition of a number 
of new strips as well as 
controls and accessories, 
offering lighting 
professionals another level 
of flexibility in bringing their 
creative designs to life.  
This is just a taste of some 
of the new and innovative 
products that have been 
introduced to the Prelux 
LED brand in the past few 
months. Pick up a copy of 
the new Prelux catalogue 
at your local electrical 
wholesalers or download 
it at www.ecilighting.ie to 
discover the full range.

LIGHTING

rotate in both directions, 
the Alina adds a fresh 
and contemporary new 
dimension to the Prelux 
track mounted range, 
especially when used 
in conjunction with an 
accompanying spotlight 
from the existing family.  
The beautifully designed 
Leo linkable up/down 
suspended fitting is a 
striking addition to the 
office pendant range. 
The DALI dimmable Leo 
comes in 50W single or 
60W double models and 
provides an impressive 
130Lm/W, while the 
elegant, eye-catching 
design gives it the 
appearance of a much 
more expensive designer 
fitting.  
The indirect light design 
of the Dome makes 
it a notable new 
complement to the 
expansive downlight 
range. Available in 10W 
or 20W, 3000K or 4000K 
the Dome provides a 
soft and even indirect 
illumination by reflecting 
the light back from the 
hemispheric ceiling of 
the fitting.
The outdoor and 
garden range has 
also been enhanced 
with the introduction 
of the Beam up/down 
wall light. With up and 
down beam angles 
that are independently 
adjustable from narrow 
up to 110o, Beam is 
capable of producing 
dozens of different 
lighting effects in a 
single, minimalist fitting. 
Robust, powerful and 



NEW SHOWROOM
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international growth plans, with 
the assistance of Enterprise 
Ireland, and wish your entire 
team the very best in the coming 
years.”
ECI Lighting was established in 
1960 by the Hanratty family and 
has grown over almost 60 years to
become one of the leading 
suppliers of lighting products in 
Ireland. 
The company is privately held 
and distributes to over 150 
wholesale channel partners from 
its Dublin, Cork and Belfast offices. 
In addition, an award-winning 
in-house architectural lighting 
design team have delivered over 
500 projects such as RCSI in Dublin 
(RIAI Ireland’s Favourite Building 
2018), Trinity College, Dublin 
Port, Oracle EMEA HQ (Lighting 
Project of the Year 2018), National 
Museum Collins Barracks, VHI, 
Capital Dock and Adare Manor. 

ECI Lighting, the oldest lighting 
company in Ireland, has 
opened a new architectural 

and design showroom in North Park, 
Dublin.
The construction comes just months 
after the company launched a €25m 
energy efficiency fund to help Irish 
SME’s upgrade their lighting to LED 
technology at no upfront capital 
cost.
The showroom will promote some 
of the most exclusive IoT lighting 
products available globally and
the new offices will also house the 
company’s in-house architectural 
design team.
Speaking at the opening event, 
Declan Hanratty, MD of ECI Lighting, 
said, “It is a really exciting
time for ECI as a business. We are 
hiring more talented people every 
month, growing our Prelux brand 
here and abroad and this facility 
will be a fantastic resource for Irish 
architects, consulting engineers, 
wholesale partners, planners and 
lighting designers to come and view 
our industry-leading LED technology.”

Officially opening the new offices 
and showrooms, Minister Damien 
English T.D. said, “I am delighted
to be here to recognise your 
company’s achievements over 
almost 60 years, as well as the
significant new investment in your 
lighting as a service business, 
which will result in more jobs for 
our economy. We look forward to 
helping ECI with your ambitious 

LATEST IOT LIGHTING WILL BE COMPLEMENTED BY AN IN-HOUSE DESIGN TEAM…

ECI Lighting opens impressive
new showroom

ECI Lighting Ltd, 34/35 North Park, North Road, Finglas, Dublin 11
T: 00353 1 860 1860
W: www.ecilighting.ie

Declan Hanratty, Managing Director of ECI Lighting (left) and Minister Damien English, TD open the 
company’s new showroom.

Opening the new ECI Lighting Showroom are (from left) Declan Hanratty, Managing Director, Gary 
Dwyer, Finance Director, Minister Damien English, TD, Mark Connolly, Commercial Director, and Peter 
Brady, Sales Director.
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18TH EDITION

The update course is a one-day 
option for those who have recently 
completed their 17th edition 
Amendment 3: 2015 qualification. 
Both courses can be taken online 
or in the classroom and there has 
been a real split in the type of 
course and the way contractors are 
choosing to access training.
For more information, visit 18edition.
com or call the training team on 
0333 015 6626.

The 18th Edition officially 
launched in July this year, with 
electrical contractors given a 

six-month transition period to get up 
to speed with the changes. While 
some contractors have decided 
to delay any training – others have 
been keen to get cracking straight 
away.
Neil Vincent, Training Manager at 
NICEIC, said, “It has been interesting 
to see people’s attitude towards 
training since the 18th was launched. 
Some have been extra keen and 
jumped straight in while others are 
still biding their time and looking to 
do it over the next 3-6 months. 
“Everyone is different and, with 
the six-month window, we know 
everyone will have a different 
approach. We have had more than 
3,000 bookings in total so far with 
many preferring to take the course 

over the next few months, so it is 
going to be busy in the run up to 
January.”
NICEIC currently runs two different 
18th Edition courses. The full 
course takes three days and is 
for contractors who feel they 
need a working knowledge of 
the latest edition of the Level 3 
Award in the Requirements for 
Electrical Installations BS 7671:2018 
qualification. 

CONTRACTORS SIGN UP FOR NICEIC TRAINING COURSES…

Have you taken your 18th yet?
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CASE STUDY PÁLÁS GALWAY   

Designed by dePaor 
Architects and built by JJ 
Rhatigan, the new Pálás 

Cinema in Galway is garnering 
much-deserved recognition 
for its innovative design and 
impressive construction.  
The cinema sits on the site 
of a Georgian merchant’s 
house near the Spanish Arch 
in Galway and comprises a 
new four-storey over basement 
building with three cinemas.
The basement houses Screen 
1, which is the largest cinema 
with 161 seats, while Screen 
2 on the second floor has 
67 seats. Screen 3 sits on the 
top floor and has 93 seats. 
The cinema, which has been 
described as a ‘cultural hub’ 

for the city, also boasts a bar 
and ancillary facilities. 
Constructed of moulded 
concrete, this wasn’t your 
everyday electrical installation 
for M&E contractor, King & 
Moffatt.  
The electrical package 
included alarms (including 
fire and intruder), cameras, 
lightning protection systems, 
lighting and every other 
electrical requirement that 
the project demanded. 
Constructed with mass 
concrete, the building 
presented John Moffatt and 
his team with very specific 
challenges.  
“The design of the Pálás 
Cinema is very unusual but 

from an electrical point of 
view, we were quite restricted. 
When it came to running 
containment, we were 
restricted; everything had 
to be concealed as much 
as possible. We had to be a 
bit more creative but that’s 
something we thoroughly 
enjoyed,” said John. 
The lighting element, which 
King & Moffatt, also had 
responsibility for, was equally 
unusual.  
“The design of the cinema 
has a very raw feel and the 
lighting had to carry that 
austere impression throughout 
the building. We also supplied 
the exterior signage; we 
got a lighting specialist 

GALWAY’S NEW ARTHOUSE CINEMA IS A TOUR DE FORCE FOR KING 
AND MOFFATT…

“We’re extremely proud of what we, along 
with the rest of the teams, achieved.”

M&E CONTRACTOR
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PÁLÁS GALWAY CASE STUDY

from Dublin to do that. The 
exterior signage is a lovely 
touch to the building. The 
lettering, which spells out the 
cinema’s name, is cast into 
the sides of the building. That 
was something we wouldn’t 
have come across too often 
before so it was a positive 
experience.” 
Internally, the building is a 
dizzying mix of stairs, nooks 
and passageways.  
“It’s a highly unusual design. 
You’d nearly get lost going 
around it! That design meant 
the electrical installation was 
far from straightforward but 
excellent collaboration on 
site allowed us to get the job 
done.” 
Nothing about the Pálás 
Cinema was ordinary; the 
building’s location beside the 
Docks meant the area was 
under water on a couple of 
occasions. 

“Pulling all the elements 
together and trying to meet 
the complex brief was a 
challenge. In saying that, the 
architects were excellent and 
were willing to work with us to 
ensure the highest standard 
of finish was achieved. We 
were also working in a very 
confined space which meant 
every step of the process had 
to be discussed and planned 
down to the very last detail.” 
Deciding where to position 
distribution boards or indeed 
any element of the electrical 
installation required serious 
planning but the fact that 
King & Moffatt had worked 
with several of the sub-
contractors in the past, 
helped.
“There was no room for 
uncertainty,” added John. 
“That existing relationship 
definitely helped to smooth 
the way and ensure an 

excellent job was achieved 
by everyone. It doesn’t matter 
what job you’re on or how 
complex the requirements 
are – if you don’t have a 
good relationship with the 
foreman and the architect 
and if everyone isn’t working 
together, it can leave the job 
very difficult.”
The Pálás Cinema is a 
particularly nice job to add 
to King & Moffatt’s already 
impressive  project list. It has 
been hailed around the world 
for its beautiful finish and 
innovative design and has 
been shortlisted for the 2018 
World Architecture Awards 
where it will go up against 
renowned projects including 
Zhuhai Opera House in China 
and the Wadden Sea Centre 
in Denmark.  
“We’re extremely proud of 
what we, along with the rest 
of the teams, achieved.” 

King & Moffatt Building Services, Boyle Road, Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Co. Roscommon N41 Y162. T: +353 71 962 0378 
E: info@kingmoffatt.com - www.kingmoffatt.com
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A 
varied range of market-
leading electrical 
products was supplied 

by Peter Curran Electric to 
Pálás Cinema project. 
As a trusted and valued 
supplier to King and Moffatt for 
several years and as one of the 
country’s leading independent 
electrical wholesalers, Peter 
Curran Electric was able to 
provide a complete electrical 
solution including all installation 
materials, from containment 
which included cable trays, 
trunking and baskets, to all 
the cabling requirements on 
the project (fire alarm cable, 
power cable and control 
cable). Peter Curran Electric  
also supplied all the switches 
and sockets for the project, 
along with emergency lighting 
and general lighting. 
A straightforward project 
for Peter and the team, the 
lighting requirements had to 

meet specific criteria set by 
the design team. The team 
at Peter Curran Electric, 
together with John Moffatt 
at King and Moffatt, created 
the ideal solution for this 
project by utilising a blend 
of technical experience, 
product knowledge, 
aesthetic imagination and 
energy lighting creativity. The 
lighting design created an 
environment that is enhanced 
by aesthetically pleasing, 
artificial lighting. 
“We supplied products to the 
site on an ongoing basis,” said 
Peter. “We had to ensure our 
deliveries were made on time 
in order to facilitate the build 
process and avoid delays; that 
wasn’t easy considering the 
site’s location.” 
Peter Curran Electric has 
worked on a diverse range 
of projects with King and 
Moffatt for many years. That 

excellent working relationship 
helped ensure that the Pálás 
Cinema job and indeed every 
other project that the two 
companies have collaborated 
on, ran smoothly.  
“King and Moffatt is a highly 
valued customer of ours. We 
enjoy a very close working 
relationship with them; they 
know how we operate and 
in turn, we’re well used to the 
high standards they maintain. 
We look forward to continuing 
that relationship into the 
future.”
Peter Curran Electric has been 
operating for over 12 years. 
With a lifetime’s experience 
in the electrical trade, Peter 
and his experienced staff of 
30 have built up an impressive 
portfolio of diverse projects 
right across the country. The 
company’s enormous product 
range is available from a state-
of-the-art facility in Galway.

TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS COMBINED WITH EXCELLENT SERVICE FROM PETER 
CURRAN ELECTRIC…

Peter Curran Electric Ltd, Unit 18, Glenrock Business Park, 
Ballybane, Galway. T: 00353 (0)91 385700

E: sales@curranelec.ie - www.curranelec.ie

ELECTRICAL WHOLESALER
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A 
specialist in the fire, 
security and electrical 
industry, Rostek’s expert 

installed the fire alarm system, 
the disabled refuge system, the 
access control system, intruder 
alarms and the CCTV at the 
Pálás Cinema. 
The company has been 
operating for the past 12 
years and carries out design, 
installation and maintenance 
contracts. As one of the largest 
fire and security/electrical 
companies in the west of 
Ireland, the company has now 
opened a new office in Dublin 
to provide services nationwide. 
When it came to fire protection 
at the cinema, Rostek used an 
advanced 4 loop panel and 
also opted for Apollo protocol. 
Only systems of the highest 
grade were specified for the 
project, along with products 
that not only conformed 
but exceeded the required 

regulations.  
“We used Aritech IP3500 for the 
intruder alarm and the CCTV 
was the HiKVision camera 
system. In terms of reliability, 
quality and usability, the 
systems we used for this project 
really were top of the range,” 
said Fergus Myles, Managing 
Director at Rostek.
A collection of passageways 
and corridors, the Pálás 
Cinema’s innovative design 
made electrical installations 
that bit trickier. 
“There were certainly some very 
specific challenges associated 
with this project, particularly 
in the theatres. Ensuring 
the proper fire and smoke 
detection systems were installed 
correctly was difficult due to 
the use of curtains in front of the 
cinema screens and across the 
ceilings. That was something 
that required a lot of discussion 
with the designers.” 

Fergus and the team at 
Rostek were tasked with 
ensuring the systems they 
installed met the required 
detection requirements. 
“We achieved that through 
collaboration on site with 
the design teams, which 
led to the installation of 
strategically placed beams. 
It was a challenge for us but 
we’re well used to coming 
up with solutions for complex 
problems.” 
Rostek has been at the 
cutting edge of new 
technologies within the fire 
and security system industry 
for several years. Alongside 
fire and security systems, it 
also supplies automated 
gates,  barriers, roller 
doors, electric doors, fire 
extinguishers and supression 
systems, AV solutions, 
emergency lighting and 
specialist electrical testing.

FIRE AND SECURITY EXPERTISE AT THE PÁLÁS CINEMA WAS PROVIDED BY 
ROSTEK…

Rostek Fire & Security Systems, 55a Briarhill Business Park, Ballybrit, Galway.
Bolton House, Aughrim Lane Business Complex, Aughrim Street, Dublin 7, Ireland.
T: 00353 (0)91 485 100 - E: info@rostek.ie/Repairs@rostek.ie - www.rostek.ie

FIRE & SECURITY PROTECTION
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Limerick-based data 
comms products supplier, 
Techpart, stocks and 

supplies a wide selection of 
structured cabling products to 
clients throughout Ireland. The 
company supplied an end-to-
end Cat 6 data cabling system 
to the innovative Pálás Cinema 
in Galway and is proud to 
have been involved in such a 
prestigious project. 
The cinema is just one of 
a number of projects that 
Techpart has partnered with 
King and Moffatt on. Others 
include Roscommon County 
Council new offices, Tullamore 
Dew Distillery, the Meath 
Hospital and many more.
Founded in 2002, Techpart 
Ltd is a privately owned Irish 
distributor of networking, 
audio visual and home 
automation markets. 
Products include network 
cabling, communications 

cabinets, switches, routers 
and uninterruptible power 
supplies (UPS). The company 
installs and supplies an 
extensive range of products 
sourced from market-leading 
manufacturers that are known 
for their high quality yet 
competitively priced products. 
Based in Limerick, products 
and services from Techpart 
are accessible nationwide, 
with a next-day delivery 
guarantee.
Techpart is dedicated to 
supplying high quality, high 
performance solutions to 
diverse projects around 
the country and also prides 
itself on the highest level of 
customer service. Techpart 
enjoya a high level of repeat 
business, which they put down 
to the level of care with which 
they approach each job.
Techpart’s diverse range of 
products is particularly suited 

to installers, manufacturers, 
IT providers, electrical 
wholesalers and end-users 
(both large and small). The 
company has extensive 
experience and expertise in 
data installations and data 
cabling solutions and also 
boasts a background in 
working with all aspects of 
network components and LAN 
solutions such as CAT 5e, CAT 
6 and Cat 6a. 
Techpart’s trained staff can 
also install, test and certify 
a complete copper or fibre 
cable installation and can 
provide a fibre pre-termination 
service which allows for easier 
installation.
Techpart prides itself on only 
supplying the most innovative 
products from market-leading 
manufacturers and worked 
hard to ensure the cabling 
supplied to the Cinema met 
these high standards.

TOP QUALITY CABLING SOLUTIONS FROM TECHPART…

Techpart, Unit 15, East Link Business Park, Ballysimon Road, Limerick
T: 00353 (0)61 603974 - E: sales@techpart.ie

www.techpart.ie

CABLE SUPPLIER
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A 
range of general 
electrical materials were 
supplied by Dungannon 

Electrical Wholesale to the 
Pálás Cinema in Galway. The 
well-respected company 
provides a host of efficient 
and durable products from 
market-leading manufacturers 
including cables, earthing 
equipment, stainless steel 
products, bracketing, LED 
lighting, switchgear and wiring 
accessories. All items supplied 
to Pálás were of the highest 
quality and the electrical 
products from Dungannon 
Electrical Wholesale were no 
different. 
A family owned business, 
Dungannon Electrical 
Wholesale opened in 2000 
and has already established 
itself as a successful business 
in the local area. In 2014, 
the company launched its 
e-commerce store containing 
its entire inventory, allowing 

customers to easily and 
seamlessly order items for 
collection or delivery via their 
computer or mobile phone. A 
high level of customer service 
is the underlying ethos behind 
the company and something 
all members of staff take very 
seriously. The company aims 
to provide all customers with 
competitive prices as well as 
friendly staff and a reliable 
service. 
A prompt and efficient delivery 
service ensures customers 
receive their order in a timely 
fashion. Same day or next 
day delivery is available 
to customers in Northern 
Ireland and Southern Ireland, 
depending on their location. 
If an order is urgent, the 
company will do its utmost to 
ensure it reaches its destination 
when it’s needed. 
A prestigious project for the 
city of Galway, the Pálás 
Cinema has been lauded 

for both its design and for its 
meticulous build. All teams 
involved, from the designers 
and main contractor to the 
sub-contractors on the project, 
were tasked with upholding the 
highest levels of workmanship 
and completing the job to 
the highest standards. As one 
of the electrical suppliers on 
the job, Dungannon Electrical 
Wholesale was held to the 
same standards. The company 
supplied only the highest grade 
products from market-leading 
manufacturers in a prompt 
fashion, allowing the build to 
proceed on time. An expert 
team at Dungannon Electrical 
Wholesale ensures customers 
leave with the right product 
for the job. The company 
is delighted to have been 
involved with a prestigious 
project like the Pálás Cinema 
and looks forward to working 
with King and Moffatt in the 
future. 

GENERAL ELECTRICAL MATERIALS WERE SUPPLIED TO PÁLÁS BY 
DUNGANNON ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE…

Dungannon Electrical Wholesale, 199 Killyman Road, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, 
BT71 6RR. T: 0044 (0)28 8772 9787 - E: info@dungannonelectrical.co.uk
www.dungannonelectrical.co.uk

ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE
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INDUSTRY STANDARDS

The WCR is a unique online 
resource which provides site 
administrators with an instant 
insight into who is on the job and 
how well they are electrically 
qualified to safely perform the 
work. The SparkSafe online 
solution provides independent 
assurance on worker identity and 
competence and also overcomes 
the typical range of excuses that 
Site Administrators must contend 
with, i.e., “I forgot it”, “I’ve lost it”, 
I’m waiting for a new one”, I’ve 
already been on site”, “My boss 
has it”. 
Is it time to reduce or eliminate 
the administrative burden and 
bureaucracy associated with 
ineffective plastic card checking 
procedures on behalf of clients? 
Is it time to modernise the control 
and access to construction 
projects with an integrated online 
solution? Is it time to authenticate 
the identity and competency of 
individual electrical workers before 
they arrive on site on behalf of the 
client?

A 
recent court case has 
highlighted the problems 
of fake skills cards in the 

industry.
Printer, Andrew Weeks, was 
sentenced to 3 years and 8 months 
at Warwick Crown Court after 
admitting to the production of 
fake plastic skills cards. The cards 
were printed at Mr. Weeks’ business 
premises, Nuneaton Print, and sold 
online into the construction industry.
Evidently, some employers and 
clients of the industry were duped 
into believing that those whom Mr. 
Weeks supplied with plastic cards 
were accredited construction 
workers.
There are over 2,500,000 workers 
employed in the UK construction 
industry.  The majority of these 
workers will have nothing to do with 
the purchase or use of fake skills 
cards. However, the availability of 
low-cost, high-quality output plastic 
card printers in a labour-hungry 
industry is likely to mean that some 
will continue to exploit the inherent 
weakness of a gatekeeping system 
based on plastic cards.
How many fake plastic skills 
cards are circulating in the UK 
construction industry? The truth is we 
don’t know. 
Only a small part of the industry is 
adequately motivated or resourced 
to conduct anything other than 
basic trust-based visual checks. 
Most administrators will accept 
and photocopy plastic skills cards 
as a health and safety passport 
on face value. Only a minority will 

attempt to verify the 
authenticity of a card 
and the competency 
of the holder. 
The client focussed 
obligation of ‘checking 
and authenticating 
one card at a time’ 
is, in fact, the ultimate 
cause of a poor effect 
on the ground.  
Workers and 
staff come 
and go on projects according to 
the demand of the construction 
programme. The frequency of 
labour flowing across all trades 
often means that plastic card 
checks are mostly a superficial 
visual acceptance exercise. 

IS THE PLASTIC CARD SYSTEM 
FIT FOR PURPOSE? 
Plastic cards can be lost, 
forgotten and easily forged. 
Site administrators across the UK 
industry must contend with a range 
of excuses which, if accepted, 
may compromise site safety and 
increase personal and corporate 
liability if something goes wrong.  
The SparkSafe system is designed 
to eliminate the inherent 
weaknesses and inconsistencies of 
plastic card checking procedures. 
Electrical workers register online, 
their identity and vocational 
competencies are independently 
authenticated before being 
added to an online, contract 
specific WCR (Workforce 
Composition Report). 

A RECENT COURT CASE FOR FAKE SKILLS CARDS HIGHLIGHTS HOW SPARKSAFE OFFERS A 
VIABLE, SAFER ALTERNATIVE…

Overcoming plastic card fraud with 
online Licence to Practise

SparkSafe Licence to Practise - Registered Charity: NIC101034
T: (NI/RoI) 0044 (0)28 2566 6835 - E: enquiries@sparksafeltp.co.uk
www.sparksafeltp.co.uk
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products and service, this forward-
thinking philosophy remains at the 
company’s core.
“There is a lot of choice out there 
with LED lighting, so we work hard 
to offer something different,” 
explained Ricky Somerville, Area 
Sales Representative in Ireland for 
Collingwood Lighting. “We are 
accessible at every level, offering 
technical support, lighting design 

and project management as well 
as site and office visits. We have 
high levels of knowledge and 
expertise and you can benefit from 
this alongside an exceptionally high 
quality product range.
“It is all about giving you the 
information to make the right 
choice and then helping you every 
step of the way.”
Working with both wholesalers 

From the very beginning, 
Collingwood Lighting has 
proven to be different.

Back in 2001, the company 
recognised the potential of LEDs 
and deviated Collingwood Lighting 
away from the industry’s status 
quo by creating the first dedicated 
lighting product.
That move revolutionised the 
lighting industry and, in terms of 

FROM INITIAL DESIGNS THROUGH TO INSTALLATION, THIS LED SPECIALIST VIEWS EVERY 
STEP OF THE PROCESS AS BEING IMPORTANT…

Collingwood Lighting – 
LEDS DONE DIFFERENTLY

LIGHTING

“It is all about giving you the information 
to make the right choice.”
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through to strip lighting, bollard 
lighting and colour changing 
solutions. These are suitable for a 
numerous applications in both the 
residential and commercial sectors, 
with Collingwood Lighting being 
successfully used in projects such 
as new bathrooms, bedrooms, 
kitchens and living rooms as well 
as in hotels, restaurants, swimming 
pools and across the retail sector.
“Lighting is integral to every 
project, so it is important to make 
the right choices,” added Ricky. 
“Our range of innovative products 
make finding the right solution a 
lot easier, and when this is backed 
by our customer service, choosing 
Collingwood Lighting makes 
sense.”

and contractors, the Collingwood 
Lighting team delivers unrivalled 
levels of customer support that is 
only matched by the company’s 
product range.
Efficiency is at the heart of this, with 
Collingwood Lighting’s products 
providing economical, efficient, 
safer, greener, longer lasting 
solutions. 
The fact that the product range is 
backed by an extended warranty 
on all products carrying the G3 
3-year, G4 4-year, G5 5-year or G7 
7-year logo reflects Collingwood’s 
confidence and offers additional 
peace of mind customers.
The extensive product range covers 
everything from downlights, wall 
lights and landscaping lighting 

LIGHTING

Ricky Somerville, Area Sales Representative - 0044 (0) 7875 500 677 
E: richard.somerville@collingwoodgroup.com
www.collingwoodgroup.com

Download the 
latest edition of 
the Collingwood 
Lighting 
catalogue 
for tips and 
inspiration, 
including brand-
new products, 
inspirational images, technical 
information and guides.

In this rapidly changing 
technological world, 
Collingwood Lighting is 
determined to provide you with 
the lighting products you need 
to keep you at the cutting edge. 
The company’s forward thinking 
and intuitive approach has 
resulted in several firsts for the 
wholesale market, including: 

• FIRST to design and 
 manufacture LED lighting   
 products to the UK electrical   
 wholesale market.
• FIRST to produce sealed for   
 life 100% waterproof, in-  
 ground LED lighting products.
•	 FIRST	to	produce	sealed	for	life	
 outdoor LED lighting products.
• FIRST to produce a fit-for-  
 purpose, high performance,   
 fire-rated LED downlight.
• FIRST to produce a mains   
 dimmable LED downlight.
• FIRST to produce a LED   
 downlight that complies to 
 all building regulations.
• FIRST to produce a fire,   
 acoustic and moisture-rated   
 360° eyeball style downlight.
• FIRST to offer a seven-year   
 extended warranty on 
 products.

Be inspired

First for innovation

Ricky Somerville, Area Sales Representative in Ireland 
for Collingwood Lighting.
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PRODUCT NEWS

which works with your existing 
punches, bringing you the same 
benefits in installation time.
T: 0044 (0)1986 891 519
E: Klauke-sales@emerson.com

Users of sheet metal hole 
punching systems on the 
market today will be well 

aware of the neat finish, exact 
size, minimal deburring and clean 
working benefits. The new Speed 
Punch system brings this innovation 
to the ‘cutting edge’. The longest 
process of using hole punching 
tools is threading the punch onto 
and off the draw stud. Speed 
Punch eliminates this threading by 
using a threadless draw stud and 
clever robust ‘Speed Lock’ clamp. 
Assembly and disassembly becomes 
convincingly simple and is up to 
three times faster than conventional 
punching systems.
Speed Punch is available for 

ISO sizes 16- 63 and is 
compatible with all existing 
pulling tools. The punch 
and die have been sized 
to eliminate the need for 
spacers, requiring fewer 
parts and without threads, 
less to go wrong. When 
combined with a battery 
hydraulic punch driver e.g. 
LS50L-flex, this provides the 
fastest punching system on 
the market today, allowing 
you to perform more holes 
in less time than ever before.
For square and rectangular holes, 
the same benefit can be achieved 
with Speed Nut. This only requires 
a new draw stud and Speed Nut 

THE SPEED PUNCH SYSTEM REDUCES THE OPERATION TIME WHEN PUNCHING A HOLE IN 
MILD STEEL, PLASTIC AND ALUMINIUM SHEETS BY UP TO THREE TIMES…

“Speed Punch” – the fastest solution 
for panel builders

AVAILABLE AT
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CHARITY

shows its support by attending 
an IEBA event or alternatively, by 
sponsoring a prize at one of the 
events that run throughout the year. 
In today’s challenging economic 
and business environment, industry 
support is more important than ever 
in assisting those less fortunate than 
ourselves.
W: www.irisheba.com

For tickets, contact:
Cel O’Reilly (087 257 0770): 
Aiden Hayes (087 233 3008): 
Geoff Peat (087 288 7030): 
Pat Tully (086 606 0678): 
Jim Rice (087 620 7667) or 
Tony Murphy (087 123 2612)

Throughout the year, the IEBA 
holds a series of fundraising 
events to ensure its good work 

continues and, for the next event, 
the Association is calling on the 
industry to lend their support to the 
Leopardstown Race Day, set to be 
held on March 3, 2018. 
This will be the last national hunt 
racing day of the year and 
promises to be a day to remember. 
Tables of 10 will be available to 
book in the coming weeks. For 
information on how to book, see 
contact details below. 
Providing much-needed, 
short-term financial support to 
colleagues and their families in 
the electrical industries, the Irish 
Electrical Benevolent Association 
(IEBA) is a lifeline for people who 
have experienced unexpected 
financial difficulties as a result of 
bereavement, illness, accident, 
redundancy etc. The charity has 
and continues to make a real 
difference in the lives of those who 
have fallen on hard times. 
In addition to the race day, the 

annual IEBA Black Tie Charity Ball, 
held every December in Dublin, is a 
must-attend event in the electrical 
calendar and an excellent 
opportunity to catch up with friends 
and colleagues in the industry 
while supporting a most worthwhile 
charity. 
Fundraising events like the 
upcoming race day, the black tie 
charity ball and the annual golf 
outing are crucial to the IEBA’s 
ability to provide financial support 
to people within the industry that 
have fallen on hard times.
The charity is solely for people 
who work or have worked in the 
electrical industries and show a 
requirement for financial assistance. 
When unforeseen financial 
circumstances arise, it is comforting 
to know that the IEBA is there to 
help. 
To date, the charity has distributed 
in excess of €700,000 to 120 families. 
However, there is still a significant 
number of people within the 
industry who need assistance. That’s 
why it’s important that the industry 

THE IEBA ACTS AS A NETWORK WITHIN OUR INDUSTRY OFFERING PRACTICAL HELP AND 
SUPPORT TO PEOPLE WHO HAVE FALLEN ON HARD TIMES…

Gallop to Leopardstown Race Day
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IEBG MEMBER INSIGHT

in the local area and a forward-
thinking company, so we are 
delighted to have been able to 
work on this project with them and 
showcase our ability to meet our 
customer’s needs.”
The project wasn’t just limited 
to supplying innovative lighting, 
however. Crossan Electrical 
Wholesale also worked closely with 
Panelto Foods on grant applications 
to the SEAI and Energia.
“That is an important part of the 
service that we provide. It is about 
more than just taking an order 
and delivering it. Our aim is to help 
our customers every step of the 
way and that can include helping 
them source specific products, 
linking them directly with leading 
manufacturers or completing grant 
applications.”

Crossan Electrical Wholesale 
– a member of the Irish 
Electrical Buying Group 

(IEBG) - has helped a leading Irish 
food company to further enhance 
its energy-saving credentials as part 
of a lighting upgrade project.
Panelto Foods produces a range 
of high quality artisan par-baked 
sandwich breads and speciality 
rolls for the Irish and UK retail and 

food service markets. Earlier this 
year, the company expanded its 
facilities at the Longford Business 
& Technology Park, on the outskirts 
of Longford town, creating an 
additional 110 jobs.
In order to ensure the existing 
facilities matched the standard 
of the new factory, Panelto Foods 
opted to upgrade the lighting.
“We worked closely with the 
team at Panelto Foods on 
this upgrade to their existing 
operations,” explained Sean 
Crossan, Managing Director of 
Crossan Electrical Wholesale. “The 
aim was to provide an energy-
efficient solution and, thanks to our 
relationship with ROBUS LED, we 
were able to deliver a complete 
LED retrofit.
“Panelto Foods is a major employer 

THE IEBG MEMBER HELPS PANELTO FOODS ENJOY A SLICE OF ENERGY EFFICIENT LIGHTING…

Crossan Electrical Wholesale 
illuminates Panelto Foods

Sean Crossan, Crossan Electrical Wholesale, 
(left) with Tommy Gill, Panelto Foods.



ELECTRICAL MAGAZINE  |  41www.elecmagazine.com FOLLOW US ON:

IEBG MEMBER INSIGHT

Being part of the IEBG is clearly a 
boost for companies such as Crossan 
Electrical Wholesale as it allows them 
to match the buying power of the 
multinationals.
With 17 members across Ireland, 
covering practically every county in the 
country, the IEBG provides independent 
wholesalers that already have vast 
experiencing in servicing the electrical 
distribution market with greater access 
to suppliers and market-leading 
products.
For Crossan Electrical Wholesale, the 
ability to purchase the same products 
as multinationals is just one of the many 
advantages of being part of the IEBG. 
The branch has been part of the group 
since the very beginning and now has 
access to a whole range of brands that 
may not have been available to it as 
an independent wholesaler. 
Customers at Crossan Electrical 
Wholesale include electrical 
contractors, industrial customers in 
the Midlands, the agricultural industry 
and members of the public. As the 
economy has changed in Longford 
over the past 20 years, so too has the 
branch’s customer base. 

The industrial sector has been replaced 
by customers from the domestic and 
agricultural industry, and, with so much 
one-off housing going on in the county, 
Crossan Electrical Wholesale is busier 
than ever. 
A team of knowledgeable and 
competent staff (three full-time and 
one part-time) strive to ensure all 
customer needs are met, while a 
dedicated delivery service is ready and 
able to deliver to any address, at any 
time.
Sean added, “We have always had 
a great service and that is what our 
success is based on, but being an 
IEBG member allows us to ensure that 
we can compete in terms of product 
range and price. It’s a formula that 
really works.”

CROSSAN ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE
52 Main Street, 
Longford 
T: 043 334 6109 
E: sean@crossan.ie

The range of LED Group 
ROBUS solutions at 
Panelto Foods include: 
•	ATMOS	IP20	LED	Panel	
Light - Replacements for 
traditional T8 and T5 lay-
in modulars.
•	CHAMPION	IP65	
LED Floodlight - 
These LED floodlights 
reduce electricity 
costs associated with 
traditional light sources 
by around 50%. 
•	FALCON	IP65	LED	
Wall Pack - The energy 
efficient Chip on Board 
LEDs provide tremendous 
light output whilst using 
minimum electricity.
•	SONIC	–A	modern-
looking range of fittings 
with an ‘All Around’ IP65 
rating.
•	35W	STREEX	LED	Street	
Lights - These combine 
beautiful aesthetics with 
high performance.
•	VULCAN	IP65	LED	
Corrosion Proof - An 
extensive range with 
a 5-year warranty and 
rated LED life of 50,000 
hours that replace single 
or twin T8, or equivalent 
T5 fluorescents.

Complete 
solutions

About the IEBG
Established in 2000, The 
Irish Electrical Buying 
Group gas 17 members 
which are responsible 
for 28 branches across 
Ireland.
W:  www.iebg.ie
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YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDANT
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALER

E: sales@bmelectricalwholesale.co.uk 
www.bmelectricalwholesale.co.uk

HEAD OFFICE: Ballycastle Road Ind Est, Ballycastle Road, Coleraine. T: 028 7032 0888 - F: 028 7032 0770
BALLYMENA: Pennybridge Ind Est, Ballymena. T: 028 2565 4000 - F: 028  2565 5000

DERRY: Unit B2  Balliniska Business Park, Balliniska Road, Derry. T: 028 7136 8822 - F: 028 7136 8833

Wholesaler Category 
Best Family/Independent

WINNER

NORTHERN IRELAND’S

WINNER
Electrical Magazine’s

Reader’s Poll
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For 25 years, BM Electrical 
has proudly supported the 
local community and that has 
continued recently.
This has included sponsoring a 
charity golf day at Rathmore 
Golf Club to raise funds to allow 
12-year-old Ben Johnston, a 
keen golfer, to have a high-
tech sports prosthetic limb fitted 
while BM Electrical Wholesale 
has also presented a cheque to 
Willie Gregg from Portrush for his 
Orphan Fund Charity which helps 
children in Thailand.
Earlier this year, seven of the 
company’s vans took part in 
the Causeway Coast Truck Fest 
to help raise funds for the NI Air 
Ambulance.

Supporting the 
community

connect with us at any time – 
24/7.”
The launch of the Ebay Shop 
has expanded the company’s 
customer base beyond BM 
Electrical Wholesale’s branches in 
Coleraine, Ballymena and L’Derry 
to offer high quality electrical 
products at competitive prices 
to those working across the UK, 
Ireland and now internationally.
With the inclusion of a messaging 
service on the Ebay Shop, 
customers can still benefit from the 
company’s technical expertise.
Postage and packaging is free 
within the UK while prices for 
deliveries to Ireland and the rest of 
the world are available on request. 
BM Electrical Wholesale also offers 
a next-day delivery service within 
the UK and Ireland at an extra cost.
In order to retain the company’s 
reputation for reliability, an 
investment into electronic POD 
signature software and electronic 
stock take systems provides the 
team at BM Electrical Wholesale 
with accurate, up-to-the minute 
stock levels. 
“The success of the Ebay Shop 

has brought us a new range of 
customers and that has certainly 
tested our stock levels, but we 
couldn’t be happier with its 
success,” concluded Ken.

BM Electrical Wholesale’s 
Ebay Shop is proving to be a 
major success that is helping 

to make the company’s 25th 
anniversary year one of the best 
on record.
Launched earlier this year as 
part of a significant investment 
programme, the online service 
provides customers with greater 
access to group stock levels that 
are in excess of £1million. 
The service is enhanced through 
the launch of a new-look website 
and Facebook page that proves 
that, while the company is 
renowned for traditional levels of 
service, it still has an innovative 
streak.
“This is all about connecting with 
a new customer base,” explained 
Ken Robinson, Managing Director. 
“We are always looking at ways 
to innovate and improve and 
moving into the digital age of 
e-commerce has proved to be an 
important step forward for us.
“Of course, we will continue to 
meet our customers’ demands 
either on the phone or at the 
trade counter, but now they can 

THE LAUNCH OF AN EBAY SHOP HAS PROVED TO BE A MAJOR SUCCESS FOR THE 
AWARD-WINNING ELECTRICAL WHOLESALER…

BM Electrical clicks onto new customers

WHOLESALER NEWS

•	COLERAINE	•	BALLYMENA	•	L’DERRY	
www.bmelectricalwholesale.com
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Core Electrical has been 
appointed to represent 
premium manufacturer, 
Flexicon, in both Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland.
British manufacturer, Flexicon 
Limited, is a market-leader 
in flexible conduit cable 
protection systems. Over 98% 
of the company’s products 
are manufactured in its centre 
of excellence in Birmingham. 
Utilising the latest technologies 
in production and automation, 
Flexicon’s manufacturing 
expertise and efficiencies 
allows the company to be 
competitive in today’s global 
marketplace. Utilising world-
class technological know-
how, Flexicon continues to 
develop flexible conduit 
solutions, providing new 
products for some of the most 
demanding markets for cable 
protection, including rail, 
transport, renewables, utilities, 
petrochemical and food and 
beverage sectors.
Core has been successfully 
working with Flexicon to 
service the Northern Ireland 
market for the past four 
years and is now delighted 
to expand this collaboration 

and offer high-quality flexible 
conduits to their Southern Irish 
customer base.
Core’s Commercial Director, 
Dan Fisher, confirmed, 
“Core and Flexicon are 
both synonymous with 
superior cable management 
solutions. So, for Core to gain 
a respected high-quality 
manufacturing partner such as 
Flexicon is very fitting. We have 
a long history with flexible 
conduit products and we are 
delighted to be able to offer 
Flexicon to the market.”
Flexicon’s Sales & Marketing 
Director, Tim Creedon, 
commented, “It is great 
to add to our established 
portfolio of approved partners, 
as we continue to service 
customers and applications 
across all 7 continents. We 
help to protect safety and 
performance critical cabling 
from end to end, thus 
protecting people, property 
and processes across a wide 
range of markets, all over the 
world.”
(RoI) T: 01 453 7033 
E: info@coreelectrical.ie
(NI) T: 028 9002 0066
E: info@coreelectrical.com
W: www.coreelectrical.com

Core becomes Flexicon’s official 
all-Ireland distributor

ECA recruits new 
members
The ECA in Northern Ireland has been 
boosted by the addition of a number of new 
members following an event to showcase 
what the important work of the association. 
Following a members’ initiative, the local 
ECA team held an awareness evening 
earlier this year to highlight the work being 
carried out in Northern Ireland by the ECA to 
support the electrical contracting industry.
Areas discussed at the meeting included 
skills, training, fair payment, project bank 
accounts and retentions.
Alfie Watterson, ECA Northern Ireland 
Regional Manager, stated “The ECA 
are recognised by Government as the 
spokesperson for the industry so having a 
larger membership locally has a greater 
impact when in discussions with Local 
Government Representatives. 
“The local officers who facilitated this 
awareness event are to be congratulated 
for their vision in extending the ECA message 
to non ECA contractors. Following the event, 
four major contractors joined the association 
and there are still applications pending.”
Helen Atkinson, ECA Member Services 
Director, attended the event and welcomed 
Dowds Group, Irwin M&E, MDE Installations 
and P&L Electrics as the new members to 
the ECA.
If you would like to find out more about 
ECA Membership and how you can play 
your part in supporting your local industry, 
contact Alfie Watterson on 07971141911, 
alfie.watterson@eca.co.uk or visit 
www.eca.co.uk

Marking the introduction of four new ECA members are Julian 
McCamphill, Dowds Group; Michael Hilland, ECA Officer; 
Martin Conway, MDE Installations; Colin Cherry, ECA Branch 
Chairman; Richard Megarity, Irwin M&E; Philip Smyth, P&L 
Electrics; and Michael Dowds, ECA Regional Chairman.
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LIGHTING

canteens to warehouses, there is 
something that is robust, suitable, 
cost effective and sustainable.
Available in more than 70 countries 
worldwide, Aurora’s trade solutions 
are the ‘smart’ choice for both 
electricians and wholesalers alike. 
Learn more at enlitelighting.com 
and auroralighting.com/gb/aone

Smart, IoT technology has 
become an increasingly 
important part of our business, 

as showcased in our new Trade 
Edition Two catalogue that includes 
both domestic and commercial 
products.
As well as our extended range of 
AOne™ lighting control and sensing 
products, the new catalogue 
incorporates over 30 new smart 
products, enabling almost all of 
our product ranges to be smart 
enabled.
This includes our revolutionary smart 
integrated fire-rated downlight - the 
mPro™ZX - along with our digital 
rotary dimmers and smart wireless 
switches, which now make smart 
lighting accessible at the wall. 
To enable smart lighting throughout 
various spaces with existing or 

new non-smart 
fixtures, we are 
able to offer 
homes and 
businesses the 
option to ‘Make 
Smart with AOne 
Control’. This 
enables smart 
control of almost 
all of Enlite’s 
900+ products in 
this catalogue. 
Our new catalogue also introduces 
a vast range of commercial 
LED lighting. From commercial 
downlights, LED battens, anti-
corrosives to linears, Enlite now offers 
contractors multiple options when 
it comes to proposing schemes for 
commercial applications. From 
corridors to reception areas and 

DES DUIGNAN, SALES & PROJECTS DIRECTOR, REVEALS WHAT BENEFITS AURORA’S FIRST 
EVER ENLITE SMART TRADE CATALOGUE - TRADE EDITION TWO – HAS TO OFFER…

LED + IoT Tech = a SMART Lighting Solution
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The Electrical Industries 
Charity (EIC) launched 
the Employee and Family 

Support Programme (EFP) 
to give a helping hand to 
employees and their families in 
their time of need. 
The Charity is encouraging 
the industry to sign up to the 
Programme today and give 
hope for a better tomorrow to 
thousands of people within the 
electrical sector.
Staff productivity is a critical 
factor for any organisation 
but equally as important is 
recognising the personal life of 
employees. 
Every year there are hundreds 
of families within the sector who 
are faced with unexpected 
challenges in their lives and 
have no one to turn to for that 
essential support. This is why EIC 
launched the Employee and 
Family Support Programme, 
which is solely funded by 
powerLottery and is part of 
the Employee Assistance 
Programme (EAP). 
Through the Employee and 
Family Support Programme, EIC 
is able to provide financial relief 
and practical support services 
to people and their immediate 
families who have worked or 
are working in electrical and 
energy-related industries. 
The support services that EIC 
offers include debt advice, 

telephone counselling, 
carer support network, 
career advice and financial 
assistance and grants which 
helps to address issues such 
as family or relationship 
problems, mental health 
issues, ill health and disability.
Over the years, EIC has 
supported thousands 
of employees and their 
families and given them an 
opportunity to move forward 
with their lives. Now you too 
can make a huge difference 
in someone’s life and help EIC 
to not only give vital support 
to those who are struggling 
but also to turn their dreams 
into reality and give hope for 
the future. 
We never know when our lives 
can take an unexpected turn, 
but as an industry we can 
ensure that our employees 
have the support they need 
when they need it. EFP has 

been proven to facilitate 
timely intervention that 
better manages outcomes 
for individuals, families and 
businesses. 
Once you sign up to the 
programme all of the 
services that EIC provides are 
completely free of charge, 
which means the sooner you 
sign up to the Programme, 
the sooner EIC will be able to 
look out for your employees 
and their loved ones. 
Sign up to become a partner 
of the Employee and Family 
Support Programme and 
help your colleagues to take 
the first step in overcoming 
their life challenges and look 
forward to the future.
For further information or to 
take part, please contact 
Jess Vailima, e-mail jess.
vailima@electricalcharity.org 
or visit  
www.electricalcharity.org

THE ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES CHARITY URGES THE INDUSTRY TO SHOW THEIR FOR 
EMPLOYEES AND THEIR FAMILIES…

Sign up to 
support your 
employees

“Every year 
there are 
hundreds 
of families 
within the 
sector 
who are 
faced with 
unexpected 
challenges 
in their lives 
and have 
no one to 
turn to.”

“We never 
know when 
our lives 
can take an 
unexpected 
turn, but as 
an industry 
we can 
ensure 
that our 
employees 
have the 
support 
they need.”
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR ASSOCIATION

The Electrical Contractors 
Association (ECA) has 
celebrated the organisation’s 

100-year anniversary in Ireland.
The anniversary dinner at 
Christchurch Crypt in Dublin was 
sponsored by Kellihers and included 
representatives of ECA member 
companies, members of the Belfast 
ECA branch, past ECA Ireland 
Presidents, and those representing 
partner organisations. 
Tim Ferris, ECA Ireland President, 
said, “The ECA in Ireland, as it 
stands, has 33 different member 
companies. That number has fallen 
and risen as the economy has 
developed over the last 100 years, 
while member size companies have 
fallen and risen also. 
“We have always been an 
organisation that has served 
smaller, family owned enterprises, 
as well as larger companies; 
and companies that have an 
international footprint. In fact, a 
number of companies in this room 
are currently working on projects 
right across the EMEA.”
Tim outlined how, since the ECA 
was established in Dublin by A.G. 
Bruty, all Presidents have worked 
tirelessly to raise industry standards, 
regulations and improved working 
conditions. This has included 
involvement in RECI, ETCI, NSAI, 

along with trade unions though 
the ENJIC and with the wider 
construction sector through the CIF.
“But perhaps one of the greatest 
achievements of the association, 
along with its sister organisation, 
MEBSCA, is the development 
of apprenticeships and the 
maintenance of direct employment 
in the sector,” added Tim.
“There are 1,700 new registrants 
for apprenticeships this year, 
which means 1,700 new young 
people in the industry; and I think 
that is a fantastic achievement 
for companies that are putting so 
many people on the path to a solid 
career.” 
Tim, who is a Director at O’Shea’s 
Electrical, also spoke about the 

different the ECA makes to 
individual companies.
“The Association, to me, is very 
important for our company, as 
it gives me the opportunity to 
establish a network of like-minded 
companies and gives me a 
chance to talk to people and 
break down the barriers.
“Sometimes we think that other 
people are approaching things 
differently to us, but we come to 
understand that every company 
has the same types of issues. 
They have the same employment 
issues, the same contractual issues, 
they have the same challenges 
in trying to meet the terms of 
a contract, particularly new 
developments, such as BIM and 
Lean Construction. 
“Everyone meets the same 
challenges, perhaps at a different 
pace, but having this network is a 
huge asset, to help us understand 
different issues across the sub-
sectors, and right across the 
country, where our members are 
based.
“Collectively, we can engage 
as a much stronger stakeholder 
to influence policy, both within 
the CIF and also within external 
stakeholders such as RECI, NSAI 
and the GCCC.”

ANNIVERSARY DINNER LOOKS BACK ON A CENTURY OF RAISING INDUSTRY STANDARDS…

ECA Ireland celebrates 100th anniversary
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• NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION • FREE DELIVERY
Unit 2A Milltown Business Park, Co Monaghan  -  T: 00353 47 72265  -  E: info@troypanels.com

www.troypanels.com

• MCC Boards

• Form 2 & 4 Distribution Boards

• Variable Speed Drives 

• PLC Control

• Multi-metering Cabinets

• Energy Measurement

• Power Factor Correction

• Plus much more

MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS OF:

CONTACT US TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS
028 9266 2662 - www.fireni.com

SYSTEM DESIGN • DISTRIBUTION
• COMMISSIONING • SERVICING • REPAIR

PASSIONATE ABOUT CUSTOMER SERVICE

Accredited distributor and service provider in Northern Ireland
for the Fire Protection Industry

• Fire Alarm Systems
• Fire Alarm Related Products

• Fire Extinguishers
• Disabled Refuge Systems

• Nurse Call Systems
• Fire Safety Signage



COMPANY NEWS

best to find the balance between 
quality and price.”
Service is central to everything at 
HE McMullan & Co Ltd and key to 
that is stock levels.
“Strong stock levels is vital to our 
operation and this is an area that 
we constantly monitor. Our new 
location makes it easier to access 
our range, either at our trade 
counter or through our two vans 
which make deliveries across the 
province.
“We also deliver across the UK and 
Ireland, and this can include direct 
to a site to meet the needs of a 
specific project. Our relationship 
with our manufacturers also means 
that we can provide access to 
expert technical support as well.”

Specialist electrical distributor, 
HE McMullan & Co Ltd, has 
opened new premises in 

Belfast.
The company was formerly based 
in a rural setting in the Castlereagh 
hills but has now relocated to the 
more urban environment of Tamar 
Commercial Centre. 
“We are delighted to be able to 
take the opportunity to move into 
the city,” explained Managing 
Director, Alan McMullan. “There 
are already a number of electrical 
businesses in the area and while we 
have our own vans on the road, it 
also makes us a lot more accessible 
to our customers.”
Established by Alan’s father, 
Harold, in the 1960s, the company 
has an established reputation for 
reliability. Working with electrical 
wholesalers and distributors to 
supply leading electrical installation 
products, HE McMullan & Co Ltd 
has also built up strong relationships 
with electrical contractors and 
consultant engineers across the UK 
and Ireland.
“It is about educating the 
industry about the products that 
we have available,” explained 
Alan. “We have a diverse range 
of quality products available 
through electrical wholesalers 
and distributors, so we find that 
by helping contractors and 
consultants understand the benefits 
of these products means they are 
more likely to ask for them.”
The company offers solutions for 
the domestic, commercial and 
industrial sectors and products 
range from electrical installation 
materials such as trunking and 

conduit, electrical boxes and 
enclosures, trace heating, pre-filled 
gel accessories for sealing and 
protecting electrical connections, 
addressable call systems and 
disabled refuge solutions, and 
lighting connection systems as well 
as a selection of complementary 
ancillary products including fuses 
and labels.
“We work hard to offer simple 
solutions and work alongside 
leading manufacturers such as 
Falcon, Raytech, and Optimum, 
to name just a few, to provide our 
customers with quality products,” 
said Alan. “We have always taken 
pride in only offering quality and 
while we recognise we work within 
a price sensitive market, we do our 

RELOCATION TO TAMAR COMMERCIAL CENTRE MAKES THE SPECIALIST ELECTRICAL 
DISTRIBUTOR MORE ACCESSIBLE…

HE McMullan & Co Ltd opens new premises
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HE McMullan, Unit 9 Tamar Commercial Centre, Tamar Street, Belfast, BT4 1BL
T: 0044 (0)28 9044 8392 or 0044 (0)78604 84062
h.e.mcmullan@btinternet.com

Alan McMullan, Managing Director (centre), with Stuart Boyle (left) and Timothy McMullan.
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electrical specification surrounding 
the performance and lifetime 
we used our Edgelit 1200x300 
LuxPanel. In order to ensure the 
fitting met the light levels required 
in accordance with the electrical 
specification of the building and 
CIBSE, LUCECO fine-tuned the 
DALI drivers to provide the correct 
lumen output to illuminate the 
area to the required lux level.”
William Heather, Regional Sales 
Manager, Luceco, added, “This is 
a great example of how we work 
with clients to deliver a specific 
lighting solution and particularly 
important given the prestige of this 

project in the heart of Dublin.
“While Luceco has a proven 
pedigree for quality lighting 
solutions, we are a relatively 
new name in Ireland. However, 
projects like this will go some way 
to showcase what we can offer 
customers.”
Joe Van Der Westhuizen, Branch 
Manager at City Electrical Factors, 
Red Cow, said, “We are delighted 
to have been involved in the project 
and to again demonstrate not just 
the high quality manufacturers that 
we work with but how we can keep 
projects running smoothly with on-
time deliveries direct to site.”

Luceco and City 
Electrical Factors 
Red Cow worked 

together to deliver a 
bespoke lighting solution 
for prestigious office 
accommodation in 
Dublin.
Five Hanover Quay is 
a high-end 7-storey 
building, providing 
15,000sqm of office 
space, and it is located 
in the vibrant Grand 
Canal Dock area of 
Dublin city.
With double-height 
entrance areas from 
a public plaza and a 
curtain wall façade 
incorporating double 
glazed windows and 
insulated glass spandrel 
panels, this is a living, breathing 
building that oozes design style and 
comfort.
In line with this, consulting engineer, 
Ethos Engineering, and electrical 
contractor, Suir Engineering,  were 
tasked with incorporating a modern 
electrical package that matched 
this outlook.
Luceco was tasked with designing 
and manufacturing the bespoke 
lighting with City Electrical Factors 
ensuring that they were delivered 
on time.
Thomas Francis, Senior Lighting 
Designer at Luceco, explained, 
“To meet the project’s detailed 

MEETING THE SPECIFIC LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS AT THE PRESTIGIOUS FIVE HANOVER 
QUAY IN DUBLIN…

Partnership is the Quay to success for 
Luceco and City Electrical Factors

CASE STUDY

Luceco, William Heather, Regional Sales Manager
T: 00353 868 181 369 – E: William.heather@luceco.com - www.luceco.com

City Electrical Factors, Red Cow
T: 00353 (0)14242042 - E: sales.redcow@cefltd.ie - www.cefltd.ie





ELECTRICAL MAGAZINE  |  55www.elecmagazine.com FOLLOW US ON:

LIGHTING

When it comes to 
illumination, selecting the 
right type of lighting can 

make a real difference in terms 
of long-term cost savings and 
practicality. 

KEEPING COSTS DOWN 
Firstly, it’s important to dispel the 
myth that LEDs are more expensive. 
LEDs offer lifetime energy efficiency 
savings of up to 90% when 
compared to halogen and the fact 
that an LED light will last about 10 
times longer than a halogen lamp, 
means maintenance costs are 
kept to a minimum. LED floodlights, 
such as Luceco’s Guardian Pro, are 
weatherproof, last for 30,000 hours 
and have a two-year warranty.  

SPECIFYING THE RIGHT LIGHTS 
LEDs provide instant light as soon 
as they switch on. The beam range 
is approximately three times the 
installation height, so if you install 
a light at 3m height the beam will 

reach about 10m, which is enough 
for a small yard or garden.  
For domestic installations, you are 
unlikely to need more than an 8W 
or 15W LED floodlight. An 8W light 
is recommended for installation 
heights up to 9M, which is perfect 
for most homes. They also come 
in black or white finishes to help 
them blend in with other external 
features.
For larger domestic or commercial 
buildings, 15W is ideal for installation 
heights up to 12m. 
Higher intensity lights such as the 
22W is recommended for a 15m 
installation height and 38W for up to 
18m, so these are typically used for 
large yards or sports grounds, so are 
a good choice for community halls, 
farms, commercial premises running 
24/7 operations, or for car parks.
LUCECO’s stadium floodlight range 
is suitable for large or open areas 
such as marshalling yards and 
sports grounds. Made from tough 
extruded and die-cast aluminium 

housing with polycarbonate 

lenses, the floodlights are available 

in 500 and 1000W, 60,000 and 

120,000 Lumens with an efficacy 

of 120Llm/W, ideal for high mast 

columns. 

SECURITY FEATURES
Floodlights can be fitted with or 

without Passive Infra-Red (PIR) 

sensors that detect both movement 

and heat. Unlike microwave 

detectors PIR won’t respond to 

every leaf blowing across the yard, 

but it will be triggered by people or 

animals. 

Luceco’s Guardian Slimline 

Floodlights with PIR offer up to 10m 

detection range. 

When looking at where to install 

lights, it is not only the height 

that can determine future 

performance, it is also important 

to make sure the beam doesn’t 

stray into neighbouring properties 

and cause a nuisance, by shining 

directly into their windows for 

example, so guiding homeowners 

on the optimum location for their 

floodlights will ensure many years of 

hassle-free use. 

For more information visit the 

website at www.luceco.com

WHEN IT COMES TO FLOODLIGHTS LESS IS MORE…

A guide to floodlights from Luceco 

“It’s important to dispel the 
myth that installing LEDs is 
more expensive.” 

Guardian Pro Floodlight.

Slimline 
Guardian
Floodlight.
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approached by ROL to offer solutions 
to these challenges and were 
quickly able to replicate and adapt 
a number of hard copy documents 
on to the WorkPal system resulting in 
minimal disruption. 
“Being able to track data in real time 
and invoice customers immediately 
allows ROL Testing to free up 
admin time and put more time into 
the business and ultimately, their 
customers. 
“With GPS, time tracking and job 
management, WorkPal increases 
productivity and gives clients an 
accurate method of capturing 
costs, putting an end to under 
billing or under estimating job times 
by improving quotes. Logged job 
times and breakdowns of reports 
create both added value for client’s 
customers and a more transparent 
experience.”
For more information on how WorkPal 
can transform your business and put 
an end to your paper work, contact 
one of the WorkPal team on (Belfast) 
028 9027 1777 or (Dublin) 01 695 0012, 
info@workpal.app or visit workpal.app

ROL Testing, one of 
Northern Ireland’s 
most progressive and 

innovative providers of 
electrical services, specialising 
in facilities and compliance 
management, has increased 
productivity and created a 
more transparent working 
environment for clients, supply 
chain and the business alike by 
implementing WorkPal.
ROL Testing required a 
better way to manage both 
customers and staff remotely 
anywhere in the UK and 
Ireland. WorkPal is a mobile 
and desktop app which 
streamlines workflow, with job 
management, time tracking, 
job reports and invoicing all 
from the palm of your hand. 
Mobile workers have access 
to customised job sheets 
from the mobile app, and 
can be guided through their 
task and have the ability to 
report back instantaneously 
on the progress. Once a 
job is completed, WorkPal 
allows ROL to create speedy 
invoicing, even from out in the 
field. The end-to-end process 
management ensures that 
the accounts department is 
completely integrated with 
field workers and everyone in 
between. 
WorkPal’s customisable 
reporting tool allows ROL 
Testing to create reports in 
minutes. With no need for 
paper forms, ROL Testing is 
able to carry out end-to-
end workflow management, 
including risk assessments, 
vehicle checks and reporting - 
all conducted on the WorkPal 

app - increasing transparency for 
clients and driving efficiency for the 
business 
Richard O’Lone, Managing Director 
at ROL Testing, said, “We’ve been 
using the system for 6 months now 
and have placed WorkPal at the 
heart of our business. We continue 
to work with the development team 
to create further enhancements 
to benefit the changing business 
needs. 
“The fact that WorkPal can be 
completely customised and 
configurable to us is the biggest 
benefit. We have been able to tailor 
it to suit our needs entirely. 
“Live updates, including 
photographic evidence from site, 
with all task communications can be 
viewed on the app for all employees 
to see, resulting in a decrease in 
administration. The app is very user 
friendly, and the transition from our 
old system was seamless thanks to 
the dedicated project management 
team at WorkPal.”
Ian Megahey, Head of WorkPal 
sales, added, “WorkPal was 

WORKPAL IS A MOBILE AND DESKTOP APP WHICH STREAMLINES WORKFLOW, WITH JOB 
MANAGEMENT, TIME TRACKING, JOB REPORTS AND INVOICING ALL FROM THE PALM 
OF YOUR HAND...

Ending the paper trail

Marty McCusker (left) and Richard O’Lone (right) of ROL Testing, with Ian Megahey, Head of WorkPal Sales.
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POWER
focus on

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER, SO THIS 
FEATURE WILL MAKE ALL THE 

DIFFERENCE. INCLUDED IS THE LATEST 
ON BUSBARS, SWITCHGEAR, SPDS, 

INTELLIGENT CONTROL SYSTEMS, 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING

AND NETWORKING AND 
DATA EQUIPMENT.... g
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A 
new electronic motor 
controller is now available 
for Rittal’s RiLine Compact 

busbar system.
All it takes is a matter of seconds 
for the controller to simply clip the 
controller onto the busbar. Its easy 
wiring means installation costs are 
lower than those for traditional 
electro-mechanical devices. 
The controllers use hybrid electronic 
technology, enabling both direct 
and reversing functions in one 
device. There is integrated motor 
protection against overload and 
short circuit, as well as fault alarms. 
The electronic controller is only 22.5 
mm wide so it offers substantial 
space savings over standard 
contactors and overloads. This in 

Easy wiring 
busbar from 

Rittal

MANUFACTURER -  RITTAL

POWER – BUSBAR

Slimline motor 
controllers from 
Rittal create space 
in enclosures.

TAKE A LOOK AT THE 
NEW RITTAL ELECTRONIC 
MOTOR CONTROLLER FOR 
RILINE COMPACT BUSBAR 
AND LEARN ABOUT UL 
REGULATIONS ADVICE 
THAT THE COMPANY HAS 
PUBLISHED…
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UL regulations relate 
to the protection that 
enclosures must provide 
to the internal electronic 
components.  This 
includes environmental 
factors such as dirt, 
dust, humidity and 
electromagnetic 
interference. Control 
gear and switchgear 
manufacturers should 
always take care to ensure that 
these safety standards are met for 
any components they are shipping 
to the USA or Canada.
For enclosure manufacturers such 
as Rittal, compliance with UL 508A 
is an important basis for the swift 
commissioning and approval of 
equipment and machinery, and 
the company offers a broad 
spectrum of industrial enclosures 
with UL approval. Most have UL 
approval with a Type 12 protection 
category (NEMA12); some 
enclosures with enhanced sealing 
protection even support Type 4x 
applications.
Rittal has recently published 
advice and support for engineers 

who are designing or specifying 
systems in line with UL508A, 
covering all the expectations and 
requirements for compliance.  
Details are available to download 
from www.rittal.com/uk-en/
content/en/unternehmen/presse/
pressemeldungen/pressemeldung_
detail_55232.jsp.
For more information, visit www.
rittal.co.uk or www.friedhelm-loh-
group.com or on Twitter @rittal_ltd

turn allows for higher busbar installation 
density, which can reduce the size of 
both enclosures and busbar systems. 
The devices are available in the 
following three power classes:

ARTICLE NUMBER NAME 
•	 9635.400		 Motor	controller	0,6A	
•	 9635.410		 Motor	controller	2,4A	
•	 9635.420		 Motor	controller	9A	

REGULATIONS ADVICE
Rittal embraces the need for a high 
degree of responsibility for the safety of 
users and the electrical equipment its 
enclosures are designed to protect.  
As such, the company has a policy 
of always being on the front foot 
when it comes to fully complying with 
international regulations. 
In the USA and Canada, for example, 
a machine cannot be commissioned 
until approved by the AHJ (Authority 
Having Jurisdiction) to confirm 
compliance with the valid regulations, 
such as the National Electric Code 
NEC (NFPA 70).
The importance of UL regulations 
cannot be understated for any 
company exporting electrical 
equipment into these territories.

MANUFACTURER -  RITTAL

POWER – BUSBARPOWER – BUSBAR

Rittal has published UL Regulations Advice.

“Rittal has recently 
published advice and 
support for engineers who 
are designing or specifying 
systems in line with UL508A”
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TERMINOLOGY
Iimp – Impulse current of 10/350 μs waveform   
associated with Type 1 SPDs. 
In – Surge current of 8/20 μs waveform associated with  
Type 2 SPDs. 
Up - The residual voltage that is measured across the  
terminal of the SPD when In is applied. 
Uc - The maximum voltage which may be continuously  
applied to the SPD without it conducting.

QUICK SELECTION GUIDE
The following is a quick selection guide which may assist 
in choosing whether SPDs are required and the correct 
type of device:
•	 Does	the	installation	contain	a	lightning	
 protection system? 
•	 Is	the	installation	adjacent	to	any	tall	structure,	tall		
 trees or near a hill top in a lightning prone area?
•	 Does	the	installation	contain	equipment	where	higher		
 reliability from over-voltages is required?

If the answer is YES to the first two questions, it is 
recommended to install a Type 1+2 device. This will 
provide protection against surges caused by direct 
lightning strikes and provide protection against transient 
over-voltages caused by indirect lightning strikes or by 
switching events. 
If the answer is YES to the third question then it is 
recommended to install Type 2 devices to provide 
protection against transient over-voltages caused by 
indirect lightning strikes or by switching events.

Hager Ltd, T: +353 (0)1 8835844 or 
Mervyn Knox T: 00 44 7968 147 444 
E: customer.service@hager.ie W: www.hager.ie

The whole nature of how electrical equipment 
is used in homes and at work has evolved; 
with everyday activities relying on electronic 

equipment that is vulnerable to transient            
over-voltages.
A transient over-voltage or surge is a short duration 
increase in voltage measured between two or 
more conductors.

SURGE PROTECTION DEVICES
SPDs protect electrical and electronic equipment 
against transients, originating from lightning, 
switching of transformers, lighting and motors. 
These transients can cause premature ageing of 
equipment, downtime, or complete destruction of 
electronic components and materials. 
SPDs are strongly recommended for installations 
that are exposed to transients, to protect sensitive 
and expensive electrical equipment such as TVs, 
washing machines, PCs, alarms etc. The choice of 
SPD depends on a number of criteria such as the 
risk of lightning strikes; the exposure of the building 
to transients; and the sensitivity and value of the 
electrical equipment that requires protection.

SELECTION CRITERIA
SPDs are classified according to their functions:
Type 1 - SPD which can discharge partial   
lightning current with a typical waveform   
10/350 μs. Usually employs spark gap technology.
Type 2 - SPD which can prevent the spread of  
over-voltages in the electrical installations and 
protects equipment connected to it. It usually 
employs Metal Oxide Varistor (MOV) technology 
and is characterised by an 8/20 μs current wave.
Type 3 - These SPDs have a low discharge 
capacity. They must therefore only be installed 
as a supplement to Type 2 SPD and in the vicinity 
of sensitive loads. Type 3 SPDs are characterised 
by a combination of voltage waves (1.2/50 μs) 
and current waves (8/20 μs).

HAGER OFFERS EXPERT ADVICE 
ON SPDS AND HOW TO SELECT THE 
RIGHT PROTECTION…

Protection devices 
- surges and the 
dangers

MANUFACTURER -  HAGER

POWER – SURGE PROTECTION

* Note: For larger installations, a risk assessment method 
used to evaluate the need for SPDs is given in Section 443 
of BS 7671:2008(2011).
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Above all, they should take 
advantage of digital innovation. 
The latest generation of switchgear 
contains Internet of Things 
connected sensors, protection 
relays and discreet devices that 
offer real-time condition monitoring 
that reduce failure rates and 
increase the lifespan of equipment.   
Embedding the common protocol 
of IEC61850 enables this to be 
achieved more quickly and more 
cost effectively than established 
solutions.
By embracing switchgear 
innovation, utilities and operators 
can meet the demands of our 
diversifying energy mix. The 
potential of offshore is enormous, it 
only needs continued support and 
creativity to help it reach its second 
wind.

T: Nigel Crockard, Scheider Electric, 
on 0044 (0)7976 763917
E: nigel.crockard@schneider-
electric.com
W: www.schneider-electric.com

Offshore wind is the vanguard 
of an energy revolution 
and could soon generate 

a great deal of Ireland’s power. 
Cheaper than new gas and nuclear 
power, offshore is also one of the 
cheapest forms of power available 
to us. 
While the transition is good for the 
environment, it will be a challenging 
one for utilities. Ireland continues 
to reduce its reliance on fossil fuels 
while utilities are under greater 
pressure to improve the efficiency 
and reliability of their power supply. 
Yet the rise of offshore wind poses 
new and unfamiliar challenges.
More support and funding mean 
offshore wind farms are growing 
larger and more innovation in the 
space means that they can be 
installed further out to sea. Wind 
turbines are also increasing in size to 
generate more energy, with 10MW+ 
machines likely in the future.  
The drawback of large farms is 
that bigger turbines and longer 
cables are required to connect 
the generated power to the grid. 
Without an innovative approach 
to high-voltage switchgear, utilities 

run the risk of more expensive 
equipment and more frequent 
power losses. 

SWITCHGEAR
Traditional 72.5kV switchgear is 
costly, heavy and intended for 
the transmission of power from 
generation site to electrical 
substation. It can no longer scale 
with the complex demands of our 
burgeoning offshore capacity. 
Now, utilities have to be smarter 
when selecting switchgear and 
should not be afraid of more 
innovative solutions. For easier 
transportation, installation and 
maintenance they should prioritise 
solutions that are compact and 
lightweight. Yet they must also be 
resilient, staying in good condition 
in harsh open-air and underground 
environments.
For improved cost efficiency, 
utilities should seek out switchgear 
with maintenance-free high 
voltage parts including sealed-
for-life vacuum interrupters. 
Purchasing equipment that comes 
as a complete unit will also keep 
installation costs from spiralling.

RUI ABEGAO, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER AT SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC IRELAND, 
LOOKS AT THE POTENTIAL OF OFFSHORE ENERGY GENERATION FOR THE ELECTRICAL 
INDUSTRY IN IRELAND…

MANUFACTURER: SCHNEIDER IRELAND

Gone 
with the 
wind

POWER – SWITCHGEAR
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OPEN PROTOCOLS
Based on open protocols, 
the Delmatic systems 
work together across a 
common platform and 
a single network using 
international-standard 
commands and messages. 
Lighting, heating, cooling, 
ventilation, shading, 
security, access control, 
room booking and other 
connected services work 
as a whole to enhance 
efficiency and create truly 
smart sustainable buildings. 
This interoperability 
achieves major energy savings, 
cuts capital costs by avoiding 
duplication of hardware, 
reduces installation cost and 
achieves operational savings 
over the life of a building. 

The construction industry 
faces major environmental 
and economic concerns, 

due to factors such as climate 
changes, scarcer resources, and 
over-urbanisation. Consequently, 
the Building Regulations 
are becoming increasingly 
demanding. 
It is also fundamental for 
today’s companies to consider 
environmental matters when 
moving into a new building.
Core partners with Delmatic, the 
lighting management experts, 
to offer the Irish market high-
performance lighting control 
solutions. Delmatic systems 
guarantee sustainable, future-
proofed buildings in two ways: 
through the use of open protocol 
technology and guaranteed 
lifetime upgrade availability.

CORE ELECTRICAL OFFERS LIGHTING CONTROLS FROM DELMATIC WHICH INTEGRATE 
INTO BUILDING AUTOMATION SYSTEMS TO IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND HELP WITH 
THE DESIGN TO SUCCESSFULLY DELIVER SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS…

Reducing the environmental impact 
with intelligent control systems

DISTRIBUTOR - CORE

POWER – ENERGY EFFICIENT PRODUCTS

“Core and Delmatic deliver 
sustainable designs of open-
protocol solutions and supply 
hardware that communicates 
effortlessly and seamlessly across 
the open platforms.”
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degree of flexibility required, 
including: 

Wireless: Total flexibility and 
the convenience of wireless 
communications within an 
open-protocol network.

Buswire (Unicast): Total 
addressable flexibility along a 
shared buswire linking DALI-2 
drivers and devices.

Plug-in LCM: Total flexibility 
as part of the electrical 
installation, rapid plug-in 
connectivity and out-of-the-
box operation.

Broadcast: Cost-effective 
and powerful management of 
switched, analogue or DALI-2 
channels across large areas.

Intelligent control systems 
enable owners, designers 
and users help to achieve 
best practices in sustainable 
development such as LEED 
(EU) and BREEAM (UK).
From design to delivery - 
including handover and 
commissioning - Core co-
ordinates each stage to assist 
designers and consultant 
engineers to accurately 
integrate sustainable designs 
that comply with current 
regulations and standards. 
This enables electrical 
contractors to timely deliver 
a fully operational system 
and ensure smooth running of 
the installation right through 
to commissioning and 
maintenance. 

T (RoI) 01 453 7033  
E: info@coreelectrical.ie
T: (NI) 028 9002 0066  
E: info@coreelectrical.com
W: www.coreelectrical.com

The main open protocols for 
building control are:

DALI-2 – The international 
standard for digital dimming, 
it can be transmitted and 
received by any module, 
driver or device. Delmatic 
offers the widest range of 
DALI-2 products that can be 
combined with other open 
protocols for a total building 
management solution.

LON – This international 
standard for integrated 
services provides major 
advantages over other 
protocols and operates at a 
faster rate, making it ideal for 
large projects.

 BACnet - An international 
standard that can operate 
simultaneously with LON, 
so both can be perfectly 
received and transmitted by 
Delmatic hardware.

 Modbus - The de facto 
standard communication 
protocol for connecting 
electronic devices and 
controllers.

Open protocols that share 
intelligence to create smarter 
buildings can achieve 
optimum energy and 
operational efficiencies. 
They work in synergy with 
controllers, devices, and 
software to monitor, analyse 
and optimise lighting and 
connected building services. 
Core and Delmatic deliver 
sustainable designs of open-
protocol solutions and supply 
hardware that communicates 
effortlessly and seamlessly. 
These bespoke solutions offer a 
range of control approaches 
which are optimised for every 
area, application and the 

DISTRIBUTOR - CORE

POWER – ENERGY EFFICIENT PRODUCTSPOWER – ENERGY EFFICIENT PRODUCTS

 THE REFLECTOR 8 HANOVER QUAY, 
DUBLIN
Featuring LEED Gold V4 accreditation and 
A3 BER certification, the contemporary 
office building is fitted with a lighting control 
system from Delmatic, based on a DALI 
open protocol combined with a unique 
modular wiring design. This system allows a 
decentralised building automation via plug 
and play that is easy to engineer and install, 
and provides total flexibility to the users. 
The intelligent, scalable and modular 
lighting system achieves comprehensive 
central management and monitoring of the 
installation with powerful local user control. 
Overall the solution provided reaches the 
environmental and user comfort objectives 
of today’s modern office buildings, offering 
both convenience and performance in one 
touch.

GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL, BELFAST
Core supplied 
a state-of-the-
art Delmatic 
lighting 
management 
system to the 
new Grand 
Central Hotel 
located at the 
heart of Belfast. 
The DALI-based system enables 
programmable scene-setting controls within 
the reception, restaurants and bistro, café, 
bar, dining and events area. The various 
lighting scenarios can be configured 
from touch panels and via a mobile 
phone app to suit the different uses and 
functions of each area. The system creates 
aesthetic lighting moods combined with 
real-time monitoring, therefore ensuring 
optimum guest experience and enhanced 
sustainability.

Case studies
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interfaces and extreme weather 
capability to ensure the best 
charging station for public places. 
Additional features include a 
charge indicator and lighting in the 
right places. The 360° lighting strip on 
the top part of the charger allows 
users to see the charge status of 
each outlet from a distance.

USER FRIENDLY
LS4 Chargers are simply plug and 
play. On the most basic version, you 
simply plug your car in. For versions 
equipped with RFID readers, you 
flash your card and you are set 
to go. Charging starts when the 
MODE3 communication between 
the car and the charger is ready.

SYSTEM INTEGRATION
The LS4 can include communication 
capabilities that use mobile 3G or 
LAN networks. A back-office service 
can be accessed through a built-
in RFID reader and/or a mobile 
application, enabling services, such 
as billing and monitoring.

THE LOGISTICS
The charging station is equipped 
with two Type 2 EV outlets 
positioned in a weather and 
windproof illuminated recess and is 
available in versions from 3.7-22kW, 
with or without an energy meter. 
Fixed cable options have two types 
of connector, (type 1 or type 2) and 
these are chosen when ordering. 
These versions are available with 
16A or 32A options for single-phase 
and three-phase networks, with or 
without an energy meter.
Each charging station has separate 
fuses and circuit breakers for each 
outlet/connector. All versions are 
equipped with DC protection, either 
with type B breakers or DC fault 
current monitoring. All LS4 chargers 
comply with Standard: IEC EC 6364.
Garo works with organisations 
to identify the most appropriate 
model for their facility and usage. 
To discuss your organisation’s EV 
Charging requirements, speak to a 
technical specialist at Garo – visit 
www.garo.co.uk/evcharging 

The most recognisable style of 
Electric Vehicle Charger has 
been around for years in small 

numbers on local streets and in 
parking bays – the Public/On-Street 
Charger. 
Now that the EV industry is taking 
a sharp upturn, we are seeing 
companies install them in greater 
numbers to keep up with the 
changing requirements of their 
employees and visitors. Facebook, 
Musgraves and the National 
Treasury Management Agency are 
a few of the many organisations 
that have recently completed 
installations of Garo Public Charging 
Stations (LS4 range).
The Garo Public Charging 
Station range (LS4) has specific 
characteristics that make it the 
optimal choice for all installations 
where there is public access.  A 
competitive purchase price, 
comprehensive features including 
Dynamic Load Balancing, RFID and 
Cloud Back Office, combined with 
an extensive 3-year warranty, easy 
installation and low maintenance 
costs are the key benefits. 
With ground and wall-mounted 
options available, all types of facility 
are catered for. Importantly, the 
LS4 can be branded with company 
logos and instructions of your 
choice, using vinyl foil.

BUILT TO LAST
These chargers are manufactured 
with aluminium to meet the tough 
requirements set for charging 
stations installed in public places. 
Garo’s extensive experience has 
helped to develop an attractive 
Scandinavian design, user-friendly 

THE ROBUST, ATTRACTIVE AND USER-FRIENDLY OPTIONS FROM GARO THAT HAVE BEEN 
ADOPTED BY MULTIPLE ORGANISATIONS INCLUDING NTMA, FACEBOOK, MUSGRAVES 
AND LAKE HOUSE HOTEL…

Public EV Charging Stations

MANUFACTURER -  GARO

POWER – VEHICLE CHARGING
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protection module that allows for 
replacement without disconnecting 
cabling.
The Black Box is a Type 3, Class 3 surge 
arrestor that provides 10 metres of 
protection either side of the device. Its 
small size means it can be mounted in 
confined spaces, making it perfectly 
suited to lighting, fire alarm panels, 
cameras and CCTV. It also benefits 
from an audible alarm which indicates 
if the arrester needs to be replaced.
When deciding whether surge 
protection is required, consider this 
question - does the building contain 
a lightning protection system? If the 
answer is yes, then it’s recommended 
to protect against surges.
T: 00 44 (0)161 765 3000
E: sales@cudis.co.uk
W: www.cudis.co.uk

A 
lightning bolt can 
contain up to one 
billion volts and up to 

200,000 amperes of current. 
These potentially harmful 
voltages can be induced into 
buildings from a direct strike 
or the secondary effects of 
lightning. Switching events, 
such as starting up equipment 
from plant machinery or an 
electrical network, are another 
source of danger as they can 
generate overvoltage in the 
building or externally.
The greater the overvoltage, 
the bigger the risk of disruption, 
degradation and damage 
to the equipment connected 
to the electrical system. 
To protect equipment it’s 
necessary to select a Surge 
Protection Device (SPD) that 
can deal with these effects. A 
Type 1 SPD deals with a direct 
strike, Type 2 and Type 3 deal 
with the locally generated 
surges, and a combination 
of these can provide full 
protection.
Fitting a SPD is straightforward 
but it’s important to allow for 
a spare way in the distribution 
board, either three-phase or 
single-phase, and fitting it at 
the origin. The supply feeding 
the SPD is usually via a circuit 
breaker. Isolating the SPD is 
recommended when carrying 
out loop impedance and 
insulation resistance testing. 
Those fitted at the origin need 
to be on an non-earth leakage 
protected circuit.
The SPD should be mounted 

as close as possible to the incoming 
terminals of the circuits being 
protected, with cables between 
protective MCBs kept as short 
as possible in order for the SPD 
to operate at its best performing 
clamping voltage.
CPN-Cudis has a wide range of 
surge protection devices. The T1SP 
(Class 1 & 2) and the DSP series 
(Class 2) are available in single and 
three-phase configurations. The 
DSP provides double the protection 
of normal ‘plug-in’ surge arrestors, 
allowing for advance warning 
when the device needs replacing. 
For industrial and commercial 
applications requiring Class 2 
protection levels, we suggest the 
SPM series of Type 2 arrestors. The 
units feature a pluggable surge 

“Fitting a SPD is straightforward but it’s important to 
allow for a spare way in the distribution board.”

WITH ARC FAULT DETECTION DEVICES INCLUDED IN THE CHANGES TO THE 18TH EDITION, 
JASON HALLAM, TECHNICAL MANAGER AT CPN-CUDIS, EXPLAINS HOW ELECTRICIANS 
CAN PROJECT AGAINST TRANSIENT OVERVOLTAGES… 

A handy guide to SPDs

MANUFACTURER -  CUDIS

POWER



70 |  ELECTRICAL MAGAZINE www.elecmagazine.comFOLLOW US ON:

Darkin Electrical has again 
shown the company’s ability 
to react to the market’s needs 

by launching Darkin EV - a brand new 
division that will meet the growing 
needs of the electric vehicle sector.
Headed up by David Dunning, who 
has extensive experience within the 
EV sector, the launch of Darkin EV 
has been driven by the demand for 
charging facilities that are needed to 
support the fast growing popularity of 
electrical vehicles in Ireland.
Focused on providing expert 
guidance alongside the design, supply 

and installation of EV charging units, 
Darkin EV has solutions to meet the 
requirements of home, work and 
public environments.
With five years’ experience in the 
EV charger industry, David brings 
with him a wealth of expertise 
and technical knowledge. This is 
enhanced further by his attention to 
detail and dedication to customer 
service which matches the innovative 
culture of Darkin Electrical to create a 
combination that will give customers 
confidence in this new field of 
business.

AWARD-WINNING DARKIN GROUP LAUNCHES NEW DIVISION THAT SPECIALISTS IN EV 
CHARGING SOLUTIONS FOR THE DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL AND FLEET MANAGEMENT 
SECTORS…

Darkin EV – the future of 
electric vehicle charging

CONTRACTOR -  ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS

POWER

“Using our extensive experience, expertise and innovation, 
we deliver a unique range of charging stations.”
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David said, “We are a progressive company, 
offering advice, solutions and a wide range 
of EV charger units for the domestic and 
commercial use as well as fleet management. 
“Using our extensive experience, expertise 
and innovation, we deliver a unique range of 
charging stations. From the adaptable wall 
mounted charger through to our public use 
Street Chargers and high performance Fast 
DC chargers, we offer a charging solution to 
suit each setting.
“In addition, our Development team is 
continually developing and enhancing our 
Electric Vehicle charging range to meet the 
future requirements of our customers.”
From design through to the full electrical 
installation, commissioning and maintenance, 
Darkin EV has the expertise in the domestic, 
industrial and commercial industry to create 
a solution that meets a customer’s unique 
needs.

EDUCATION
Darkin EV’s commitment to the sector is 
showcased by the company’s work to 
educate the public about the benefits of 
electric vehicles.
Darren Kinsella, Managing Director, 
explained, “We know there is a cagey 
outlook to owning an electric car, but once 
it’s explained to people, and they are 
educated about the concept, they come 
round quickly, and go for it. There is common 
consensus that once people begin driving the 
E-car, they tend not to go back.”
Part of this education process on the benefits 
of electrical vehicles includes the company 
teaming up with car manufacturers to host 
open events.
“We are currently working with a 
pharmaceutical company in Dublin to host 
an open day presentation on the E-car and 
the EV Chargers. With Nissan and Hyundai 
involved, there will be test drives and a 
presentation, with a Q&A afterwards. This 
is something we would like to see more 
of, and we are willing to visit other such 
establishments in the future.”

CONTRACTOR -  ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS

POWER

Darkin EV – the future of 
electric vehicle charging

POWER

Darkin EV, Unit 22, Block 613, Greenouge Business Park, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin 
T: 00353 (0)1 4016746 - E: info@darkinev.ie
www.darkinev.ie

Darkin EV is the 
latest addition 
to the highly 
successful and 
award-winning 
Darkin Group.
Headed up by 
Managing Director, 
Darren Kinsella, the 
Group – consists of 
Darkin Electrical, 
Darkin Energy 
and Darkin EV - has built a 
reputation for adapting to 
the needs of the market to 
deliver better services and 
solutions for clients.  
Darkin Electrical, recently 
awarded the title of 
‘Innovative Contractor of 
the Year’ at the EIFI Electrical 
Industry Awards 2018, is an 
award-winning electrical 
contractor based in Dublin 
that offers a nationwide 
service across Ireland and 
the UK.
These services include 
installation and maintenance 
of new build, retrofit and 
refurbishment 
projects in the 
residential, 
commercial and 
industrial sectors, 
with Darkin 
Electrical building 
up an impressive list 
of clients.
Darkin Energy 
reflects the 
company’s 

commitment to developing 
a greener world and 
services include energy 
survey of all electrical 
loads and equipment that 
include recommendations 
and costings of how to save 
energy and, in turn, money.
This can include immediate 
savings on maintenance 
and replacement costs, the 
reduction of energy costs 
and MIC as well as how to 
sustain long-term savings. 
The company will provide 
complete design and 
installation breakdowns as 
well as a payback report.

Award-winning 
success continues

“Darkin Electrical, 
recently awarded 

the title of 
‘Innovative 

Contractor of the 
Year’ at the EIFI 

Electrical Industry 
Awards 2018.”

Phil Kane, Eaton, presents the Innovative Contractor 
of the Year Award to Darren Kinsella, Managing 
Director, Darkin Electrical.
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POWER – UPS
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With expert technical 
knowledge and 
world-leading 

technology, backup power 
solutions specialist Continu 
works with a large number of 
organisations, including major 
data centres, to ensure their 
critical systems are protected 
against power problems and 
failures.
Continu offers businesses a 
complete backup and energy 
storage solution – from data 
centre design, installation and 
service support.
Continu’s Managing Director, 

Tom Hall, explains, “We 
ensure our customers 
are fully prepared and 
protected against power 
problems and have a clean, 
stable and efficient backup 
power solution.
“This starts with the design
and, from there, we use 
world leading backup 
power and energy storage 
products to keep your 
critical systems up and 
running all the time, saving 
you money, preventing 
downtime, and protecting 
your data.”

Continu as Usual

Above and left:
Efficient 
installation,
service support 
and battery 
monitoring give 
users peace of 
mind.

Far Left:
Continu Managing
Director, Tom Hall
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POWER - DATA AND NETWORKING

AVAILABLE FROM

www.edmundson-electrical.co.uk

CHOSEN CHARITY
FOR 2019
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and commercial projects and a 
strong reputation as specialists in 
networking and data equipment.
“We’re looking forward to building 
on that in the future.”
The recent appointment of Carl 
Wilson aims to build on that 
success, and he is looking forward 
to the challenge.
Carl joined the company three 
months ago from another electrical 
wholesaler and is excited about 
the opportunities his new role as a 
networking and data specialist will 
offer.
“I started as a van driver and have 
worked my way up to a sales 
position, so securing this new role 
is an important step forward for 
me,” said Carl. “The foundations 
are already in place, as we 

already have superb relationships 
with electrical consultants 
and contractors as well as a 
comprehensive product range 
from the leading manufacturers in 
the networking and data sector.
“This is an exciting time to be 
involved in this industry and I 
look forward to working with our 
customers to bring them the best 
service possible in networking and 
data products.”
Carl believes the company’s 
holistic approach is key to the its 
success.
“Mercer’s is respected as a 
company that delivers in terms of 
quality products that are backed 
up by an excellent service, and 
that is exactly what we offer at 
Datatech.”

WSM Datatech is 
celebrating a year of 
success as the company 

marks its first anniversary. 
The hub for networking and data 
equipment is part of a number of 
specialist divisions established by 
the Edmundson Group 12 months 
ago and it has proved to be a 
major success.
“We’re delighted at how Datatech 
has been received by the industry 
and at how well it is performing,” 
explained John Auld, Branch 
Manager at WS Mercer, Belfast, 
where Datatech is based. “This is a 
thriving industry and we have put 
a lot of time, effort and investment 
into making this work. The result 
has been our involvement in a 
number of prestigious domestic 

THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW SPECIALIST ENHANCES THE COMPREHENSIVE PRODUCT 
SOLUTIONS ON OFFER…

WSM Datatech celebrates 
its first anniversary

DISTRIBUTOR -  WSM DATATECH

POWER - DATA AND NETWORKING

WSM Datatech, Unit 11-12, Duncrue Industrial Estate, Belfast, BT3 9BW
T: 0044 (0)28 9037 1888 – E: Belfast.386@eel.co.uk
www.edmundson-electrical.co.uk

Carl Wilson, Data and Networking Specialist, 
WSM Datatech.
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Whether it is a domestic 
or commercial project, 
data and networking is 

now a central part to the design 
and installation process – a fact 
recognised by the service offered 
by WSM Datatech.
“We have worked hard to build 
a comprehensive portfolio of 
products that meet a wide 
range of requirements within this 
sector,” explained Carl Wilson, 
Data and Networking Specialist 
at WSM Datatech. “These are all 
quality products from reputable 
manufacturers, which means our 
customers have complete peace 
of mind.”

From data cables and patch 
leads to face plates, UPS, cabinets 
and everything in between, WSM 
Datatech covers every aspect of this 
sector.
But it isn’t all just about quality 
products. In line with the hard-earned 
Mercer’s reputation, the company’s 
service is also second to none. 
“This is a highly specialised sector 
that is regulation driven, but we have 
extensive experience and technical 
knowledge that consultants and 
contractors can benefit from,” 
added Carl. “We can offer advice 
on technical aspects of a project, 
including ensuring that the products 
meet regulations, and on the design 

WITH QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM LEADING MANUFACTURERS 
AND A SERVICE TO MATCH, WSM DATATECH HAS QUICKLY 
PROVEN ITSELF TO BE AN INDUSTRY SPECIALIST… 

First class data and 
networking service

DISTRIBUTOR -  WSM DATATECH

POWER - DATA AND NETWORKING

“Consultants and contractors benefit from having one point of 
contact to meet all their data and networking requirements.”

Carl Wilson, Data and Networking Specialist, 
WSM Datatech (left) with Graham Fowler, Branch 
Manager, Connectix Cabling Systems, at a recent 
breakfast morning at the Belfast branch.
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POWER - DATA AND NETWORKING

or for delivery direct to site across 
the UK and Ireland. In addition, 
the Datatech service is available 
through any branch of Edmundson 
Electrical.
With this comprehensive product 
range, technical and installation 
guidance, training and back-up 
support, WSM Datatech’s all-
inclusive approach has proved 
popular since the service was 
launched a year ago.
“Consultants and contractors 
benefit from having one point of 
contact to meet all their data and 
networking requirements,” added 
Carl. 
WSM Datatech has worked on a 
wide range of different projects, 
offering different levels of support 
to customers. These have included 
prestigious jobs for Henderson’s, Lidl, 
Premier Inn and Belfast City Hospital, 
amongst others.
“We have proven ourselves time 
and again and now that we have 
completed a year in business we 
look forward to building on that 
success,” concluded Carl.

and installation. This can be for a 
one-off home or for a large-scale 
commercial project like an office 
block or hotel.”
Regulations are driving the data 
and networking sector forward, 
with the current focus on reducing 
smoke levels in the case of a fire.  
With this in mind, training is also 
available through WSM Datatech, 
with the company offering CPDs for 
consultants as well as installation 
training for contractors, including a 
CNCI course.
“This is a fast-moving industry, 
so offering training means our 
customers can ensure they remain 
at the cutting edge of the latest 
innovations and developments,” 
Carl added. “More contractors 
are diverging into this sector 
while consultants recognise the 
importance of being up-to-date 
on the latest developments and 
regulation changes.”
The extensive networking and data 
product range from WSM Datatech 
is available direct from the trade 
counter at Duncrue Industrial Estate 

DISTRIBUTOR -  WSM DATATECH

POWER - DATA AND NETWORKING

•	 Connectix
•	 Rittal
•	 Cisco
•	 Cable	Laymatting
•	 Eaton
•	 Levitor
•	 Support	Communications
•	 APC	by	Schneider
•	 Antaira	

WSM Datatech is continuing to 
support the local community by 
selecting Cancer Focus NI as the 
company’s dedicated charity.

Market-leading names

Charity support 

WSM Datatech, Unit 11-12, Duncrue Industrial Estate, Belfast, BT3 9BW
T: 0044 (0)28 9037 1888 – E: Belfast.386@eel.co.uk
www.edmundson-electrical.co.uk

READ MORE 
ABOUT WSM 
DATATECH’S 

LATEST PROJECT 
ON PAGE 92 
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CASE STUDY ST PATRICK’S ACADEMY/ ELMS BT2

PMcK Electrical has added 
two prestigious projects to 
the company’s impressive 

portfolio with the completion 
of the new St Patrick’s 
Academy in Dungannon 
along with the Elms BT2 at 
McCormick Street student 

accommodation in Belfast. 
While two very different 
projects, the leading 
electrical contractor 
delivered the same high 
standards on both.
PMcK is an experienced and 
trusted provider of electrical 

ST PATRICK’S 
ACADEMY
PMcK Electrical was appointed 
electrical contractor by Tracey 
Brothers Ltd on this new £27million 
school, delivering the turnkey 
electrical package on one of the 
largest post primary educational 
facilities in Northern Ireland. 
The new 15,000m2 school includes 
a dedicated assembly hall, sports 
hall and specialist rooms for art, 
music, technology, drama and 
media studies. Highlights of the 
new building include an internal 
courtyard overlooked by an 
enhanced library, a new oratory, 
wide and spacious corridors, an 

installations in educational 
facilities, regularly working 
closely with local authorities, 
schools, academies, colleges 
and universities to provide 
educational environments 
that positively impact and 
influence the learning future. 

“PMcK is an experienced and trusted provider of 

electrical installations in educational facilities.”

Students illuminated thanks to 
PMcK Electrical 
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AN INSIGHT INTO THE IMPRESSIVE WORK BY THE TEAMS ON ST PATRICK’S 
ACADEMY, DUNGANNON AND ELMS BT2 AT MCCORMICK STREET STUDENT 
ACCOMMODATION IN BELFAST…

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR



ELECTRICAL MAGAZINE  |  79www.elecmagazine.com FOLLOW US ON:

ST PATRICK’S ACADEMY / ELMS BT2  CASE STUDY

PMcK Ltd, 47 Grange Road, Moy, Dungannon, County Tyrone, BT71 7EQ.
T: 028 8778 4826 - E: info@pmkelectrical.com
www.pmkelectrical.com
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ELMS BT2 AT 
McCLINTOCK STREET 
With responsibility for the entire 
electrical package at this 
15-floor, city centre, student 
accommodation facility, 
PMcK renewed an already 
strong relationship with main 
contractor, McAleer & Rushe. 
A technically complex project, 
the PMcK team installed 
electrical containment 
throughout the building at 
multiple distribution points to 
exacting Queen’s University 
Belfast standards.
“From each distribution point 
we had zoned electrical 
containment to all the 
individual bedrooms. We 
also supplied general lighting 
throughout the bedrooms 
along with emergency lighting, 
fire alarms, general power and 
access controls throughout 
each level,” explained James. 
On this design and build 
project, PMcK Electrical 
also carried out the comms 
installation. as well as the 
external lighting. 

James commented, “All 
bedrooms have their own 
double data point, WiFi and 
computer access. On the 15th 
floor there’s a main mechanical 
plantroom which we carried 
out all the mechanical wiring 
for. On the ground floor we also 
installed the main generator. 
Essentially, we carried out 
all of the essential services 
throughout the building.” 
he added, “Although it was 
logistically difficult, there 
were quite a lot of challenges 
overcome by micro planning 
and close working with the 
main contractor. It was two 
years in the making and we’re 
delighted with the end result.” 
PMcK Electrical has worked with 
McAleer & Rushe on several 
other prestigious projects, 
and that finely honed working 
relationship helped to deliver 
this project to a high standard. 
“We’ve worked with McAleer 
& Rushe on other projects and 
I think that this relationship 
helped ensure an excellent 
result with the McClintock Street 
project.” 

extended dining area and 
bright, airy classrooms.
PMcK took a proactive 
approach and worked closely 
with M&E consultant, JCP 
Consulting, to utilise diligent 
planning and effective 
modern installation methods 
for this electrical engineering 
installation package.
Comprising main 
switchboards, sub mains 
cabling, containment systems, 
small power and lighting 
alongside life safety systems 
and security systems, the 
electrical services on this 
building were delivered on a 
tight timescale. PMcK was also 
responsible for the data and 
ICT installation, critical power 
and UPS installation that were 
all carried out to current C2K 
standards, along with the 
AV installation at the school 
- an element that made up 
part of the overall electrical 
package. 
James Devlin, Contracts 
Manager, said, “Our focus 
at PMcK Electrical is to 
implement ways to work 
smarter, not harder. Our 
relationships with suppliers 
and manufacturers help 
with that process, as we are 
always keen to embrace new 
technology that makes the 
installation process simpler. 
By putting that ethos into 
practice, we met the deadline 
at St Patrick’s Academy and 
successfully delivered the 
project on budget.” 
With the school completed, 
PMcK is now working with 
Tracey Brothers on the 
construction of the new 
sports facilities that are being 
built on the site of the former 
school building.
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Demesne Electrical’s 
partnership approach proved 
an essential element of the 
company’s involvement in 
the new Elms BT2 Student 
Accommodation in Belfast.
The Dungannon branch of the 
highly successful distributor 
worked closely with long-term 
customers, PMcK Electrical, to 
ensure the products arrived on 
site when they were needed. 
As Demesne Electrical is 
well known as an electrical 
control, switchgear and 
energy saving specialist, the 
company ensured the project 
ran smoothly.
“All the switchgear and 
controls for this project 
were from the Schneider 

Electric range and, as we’re 
a main distributor for them, 
this worked in perfectly,” 
explained Chris McKenna, 
Sales Director. “We also have 
a long-standing relationship 
with the team at PMcK 
Electrical, so it was a case of 
continuing that partnership 
approach with them. “
Involvement in complex 
projects of this size is all part 
of the service at Demesne 
Electrical. The company 
has been providing the 
electrical industry in Ireland 
with quality products for over 
40 years and is now Ireland’s 
largest electrical distributor of 
industrial control, automation, 
energy-saving and installation 

products.
Since 1977, the electrical 
distributor has been at the 
forefront of supplying leading 
edge electrical components 
in Ireland and the UK, while 
the launch of our web shop in 
2016, has taken the company 
to an international level.
In addition to Schneider 
Electric, the company is 
an agent and stockist for 
a range of the industry’s 
leading brands, including 
Siemens, Lapp Cables, ILME 
Connectors, Brady Lockout/
Tagout, Katko Isolators 
and Switches, Klauke and 
Greenlee Tooling and Mean 
Well Power Supplies.

THE PARTNERSHIP APPROACH AT DEMESNE ELECTRICAL IS TO THE FORE AT 
ST PATRICK’S ACADEMY…

Demesne Electrical Dungannon, Unit 14 Ballysaggert Business Complex, 
8 Beechvalley Way, Dungannon, BT70 1BS. T: 028 8772 5033

E: dungannonsales@demesne.ie - www.demesne.ie or www.demesne.co.uk

CONTROLS AND SWITCHGEAR SUPPLIER
ELMS BT2

CASE STUDY ST PATRICK’S ACADEMY/ ELMS BT2
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It was a case of going back 
to school for James Conlon, 
Managing Director of 

Niavac, during the St Patrick’s 
Academy project.
James, who is originally from 
Dungannon and is a former 
pupil of the school, now 
has a unique connection to 
all three incarnations of St 
Patrick’s Academy, which 
started when he was a first-
year student at the Academy 
in 1973. With Niavac being 
responsible for the extensive 
installation of state-of-the-
art audio-visual systems 
throughout the school, he 

can now claim a connection 
to the new £27million 
complex.
James remembers a time of 
simpler educational tools, 
but following a visit to the 
new school, he was suitably 
impressed with what pupils 
and staff can now enjoy at 
the new school.
“I’m very proud of this 
installation given the fact 
that it’s my old school and 
hometown of Dungannon,” 
said James. “I actually had 
one year in the old Academy 
in 1973 and then the new 
Academy on the Killyman 

Road and now 
with this installation 
in the super new 
Academy means 
I have had an 
association with 
all the school 
buildings.
“We have had a 
long-time business 
relationship with 

St Patrick’s Academy and 
have advised a number 
of principals through the 
years. This close relationship 
means that we had a 
deep understanding of the 
teachers’ communication 
requirements, presenting a 
number of state-of-the-art 
solutions and participating in 
a very competitive tendering 
process that I’m glad to say 
was successful for Niavac.”
James went on to say, “The 
final audio-visual solution 
includes the latest 70” 
Clevertouch interactive 
touchscreens, one for each 
classroom and that’s x86 in 
total!”
Niavac has also installed a 
school-wide digital signage 
system that allows effective 
communication between 
staff, pupils and parents 
along with the latest in HD 
screen projection for the 
assembly and sports hall 
areas.

WITH THE COMPANY’S MANAGING DIRECTOR BEING A FORMER PUPIL, 
NIAVAC WORKED HARD TO DELIVER A GRADE A PERFORMANCE…

Niavac Limited, Conlavon House, 5 Prince Regent Road, Belfast, BT5 6QR
T: 0044 (0)28 9079 3000 – E: info@niavac.com 
www.niavac.com

AUDIO-VISUAL SOLUTIONS
ST PATRICK’S ACADEMY, DUNGANNON

Fintan Donnelly, Principal of St Patrick’s Academy with Niavac’s 
Ciarán Conlon and Terry McParland.

James Conlon, Managing Director of Niavac, with Fintan 
Donnelly, Principal of St Patrick’s Academy.
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ST PATRICK’S ACADEMY, DUNGANNON

Century Electrical 
Wholesale (CEW) 
showcased the 

company’s ability to meet 
the needs of large projects by 
supplying a range of electrical 
products for the new St Patrick’s 
Academy in Dungannon.
The leading electrical 
wholesaler, prides itself on 
providing the right combination 
of the traditional, personal 
service levels expected from a 
family firm with the benefits of a 
multinational.
This was put to the test on this 
sizeable project, with CEW’s 
Cookstown branch supporting 
electrical contractor, PMcK 
Electrical, by making twice daily 
deliveries to ensure that the 
project remained on schedule.

“We worked very closely 
with contractors to 
co-ordinate orders and 
deliveries on projects of 
this size,” explained Ross 
Hutchinson, CEW Director. 
“We have a comprehensive 
product range on offer and 
can ensure that contractors 
can, if necessary, link up 
directly with manufacturers 
to provide advice and design 
services to ensure they meet 
the specification set on their 
project.
“It is very much a partnership 
approach and one we are 
very proud of.”
As the leading independent 
supplier to the electrical 
trade in Northern Ireland CEW 
serves both trade customers 

Century Electrical Wholesale, 
207 City Business Park, 
Dunmurry, Belfast.
T: 0044 (0)28 9061 8666
www.centuryelectrical.co.uk

and the general public. The 
company has eight branches 
in Northern Ireland – including 
two operating as SRK 
Equipment Company.

IP COMMUNICATION & PA / ASSISTED 
HEARING SYSTEMS
ST PATRICK’S ACADEMY, DUNGANNON
Achieving Excellence 
Together is the motto of St 
Patrick’s Academy and that 
mirrors the approach by MGA 
Communication. 
By working closely with the 
client and electrical contractor, 
PMcK Electrical, the company 
was able to deliver the internal 
IP telecommunication and 
PA/deaf loop systems that 
meets specific requirements of 
students and staff at the state-
of-the-art facility. St Patrick’s 
Academy joins a growing list of 
education projects that MGA 
Communication has completed 
and once again highlights the 
diversity of solutions on offer 
from the company. 
Established in 1994, MGA 

Communication Ltd comprises 
a team of dedicated 
professionals, technical field 
staff and office support 
personnel, working together to 
provide top quality solutions for 
its many customers. 
The company provides 
communication system solutions 
to both private and public 
sectors that demand quality of 
product and value for money. 
The scope of the services from 
MGA Communication is supply, 
installation and commissioning 
of telecommunication/IT and 
communication systems, 
providing sales and technical 
support of all systems supplied 
during the life cycle of the 
system(s) provided.

MGA Communication Ltd, 
55 Antrim Road, Ballynahinch, 
BT24 8AN 
T: 0044 (0)28 9756 5614 
E: enquiries@mgacom.co.uk
www.mgacom.co.uk



TRI-RATED CABLE
UL AND CSA APPROVED
BRITISH MANUFACTURED

SUPERFLEX –
EXTRA FLEXIBLE TRI-RATED CABLE
BRITISH MANUFACTURED
Also major stockist of:
2491X, 2491B
Double Insulated Tri-rated cable
and Def Stan cable

ALL BRITISH MADE • TOP QUALITY • COLOUR CONSISTENCY GUARANTEED
OUTSTANDING SERVICE • FULL RANGE OF COLOURS AND SIZES AVAILABLE

Call: 0044 (0)161 629 9333 - Fax: 0044 (0)161 629 9444
E-mail: sales@clyndercables.co.uk - www.clyndercables.co.uk
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18TH EDITION

The Institution of Engineering 
and Technology (IET) is urging 
all electrical professionals 

to ensure that they are using 
genuine copies of BS 7671:2018, 
The IET Wiring Regulations.
The call comes as the IET has 
been made aware of a number 
of counterfeit PDF copies of 
its publications for sale and 
distribution through various 
channels.
The IET is warning that following 
misinformation in these fake 
copies could be devastating for 
electrical professionals and the 
general public at large – with 
missing or corrupted information 
potentially leading to unsafe work 
being carried out which could 
result in fire, electric shock or even 
death in the most extreme cases.

To help combat the counterfeit 
activity, an official hologram has 
been placed on the inside front 
cover of the IET Wiring Regulations. 
This makes it more difficult to 
counterfeit the guidance and 
easier for individuals to identify 
genuine copies of the IET’s books. 
The hologram contains the IET 
logo in two sizes and the word 
“GENUINE”. There are also extra 
identifiers, some of which can be 
seen with a magnifying glass.
For more information on what to 
do if you suspect you have a fake 
book, go to the IET’s website at 
www.theiet.org

MISSING OR CORRUPT INFORMATION CONTAINED IN COUNTERFEIT COPIES…

Warning over fake IET Wiring Regulations

“To help combat the counterfeit activity, an official 
hologram has been placed on the inside front 
cover of the IET Wiring Regulations.”



ELECTRICAL MAGAZINE  |  85www.elecmagazine.com FOLLOW US ON:

INDUSTRY STANDARDS

The Electrotechnical 
Certification Scheme (ECS) 
is introducing changes 

to a number of its cards, to 
incorporate new qualification 
requirements that have been led 
by the construction industry. 
Those applying for their first 
Labourer card must now meet 
a set of new criteria which will 
include either holding a JIB-
approved theory qualification, 
such as the C&G 2365, 2330 or 
2360 (or EAL equivalents). If one 
of these qualifications isn’t held, 
the applicant must complete a 
recognised health and safety 
course such as CCNSG Safety 
Passport or IOSH Working Safely, 
and provide proof of employment 
in the electrical industry. 
Applicants for ECS Manager 

cards must either meet gold card 
criteria, or hold a Level 4 or above 
management qualification such 
as BTEC, degree or JIB-recognised 
company programme. In both 
instances they will also 
need to complete 
a specified 
Health and Safety 
Course such as the Site 
Supervisor Safety Training Scheme 
(SSSTS) or IOSH Managing Safely in 
Construction. 
Existing Labourer and Manager 
cardholders will have to meet this 
criteria at the point they renew their 
card after January 1, 2019. 
Other changes introduced include 
new requirements for Related 
Discipline cardholders and the 
introduction of a new ‘Site Support’ 
card for those who support 

NEW RULES FOR VARIOUS CARDS INTRODUCED…

Changes to ECS card criteria

electrical contracts such as design 
engineers and commissioning 
engineers. 
ECS Site Visitor cards are also 
being withdrawn, in alignment with 
the CSCS decision to withdraw the 
Site Visitor card. 
For full details on all card changes 
visit www.ecscard.org.uk/changes-
overview
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COMPANY NEWS

Stepping forward to graciously 
accept his award, Mick delivered 
a heart-warming, inspirational 
speech to all in attendance, 
detailing how a decision in 1984 
took his then ordinary life to a 
whole new level.
Always a modest man, Mick 
attributes his success to his ability to 
attract great people. 
 “If I do have one attribute that 
has made this business the success 
I think it is today, it is that I have 
always attracted really great 
people,” he said in his acceptance 
speech. “That started in 1990 
and I have continued to be very 
fortunate to attract some absolute 
superstars, some of whom are 
with me today. Therefore, I am 
delighted to accept this award, 
not on behalf of Mick Slein, but on 
behalf of the fantastic people that 
I have managed to bring on this 
journey with me, to make this, a 
truly global lighting business.”
T: (RoI) 01 709 9000 or 
(NI) 0800 973 220
W: www.ledgrouprobus.com

The vision and entrepreneurial 
work of Mick Slein Snr, founded 
of LED Group ROBUS, has been 

recognised with the EIFI Lifetime 
Achievement Award.
Mick attended the awards 
ceremony in September 
accompanied by his mother and 
Guest of Honour, Lila, along with his 
son, Mick Jnr, daughter, Katie and 
some ROBUS staff members.
Founded in 1942, the EIFI 
represents the major electrical 
trade associations in Ireland, 
covering electrical manufacturers, 
distributors, contractors and lighting 
companies, and is dedicated to 
raising business, technical and 
safety standards across the Irish 
electrical industry.
As the title of the award suggests, 
Mick was chosen to receive this 
award because of all the fantastic, 
entrepreneurial work that he has 
done within the Irish electrical 
industry over the past 34 years. 
Ever since setting up LED Group in 
1984, through his huge energy and 
vision, he has guided the company 

to be the global lighting company 
it is today. LED Group ROBUS has a 
presence in Ireland, UK, Continental 
Europe, Middle East, Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand, making 
it the largest Irish lighting company 
in the world!
Mick remains very active in 
operations in LED Group ROBUS and 
travels around the world, meeting 
clients and visiting offices in China 
and Australia regularly. 

MICK SLEIN SNR IS HONOURED FOR HIS VISION IN CREATING THE LARGEST IRISH 
LIGHTING COMPANY IN THE WORLD…

Lifetime Achievement Award for 
LED Group ROBUS founder

Mick Slein, Founding Director and CEO of LED Group ROBUS, and staff.

Mick Slein, Founding Director, LED Group ROBUS (second from right), is congratulated on his Lifetime 
Achievement Award by (from left) John Humphery, UK & European Managing Director, Mike G. Slein, 
Commercial Director, and Christian Dijkstra, Chief Operations Officer.
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Kellihers Electrical has once 
again expanded the company’s 
network with the opening of a 
new branch in Bray.
The new branch, located at Old 
Court Industrial Estate, marks 
another significant investment as 
well as the creation of three new 
jobs by the company, reflecting 
Kellihers confidence in the 
marketplace.
“Our focus is always on providing 
the best possible service to our 
customers and the opening of 
a new branch in Bray is part of 
that philosophy,” explained Brian 
Sugrue, Marketing Manager, 
Kellihers. “We have reacted to the 
needs of our customers, with the 
location strategically selected to 
make it easier for our customers 

operating in that area.
“We acknowledge there is 
significant house building and 
commercial development going 
on so this is an important step 
for us to have a presence in this 
area.”
The addition of the Bray branch 
brings the electrical wholesaler’s 
network in Ireland to 22. The 
company trades as CT Electric in 
Galway, Castlebar, Sligo, Ballina, 
and Athlone, and use the Kellihers 
brand across the rest of the 
country.
Kellihers Electrical Bray, Unit A3, 
Old Court Industrial Estate, Boghall 
Road, Bray, A98 E221
T: 00353 (0)1 204 2670
To find your nearest Kellilhers 
branch, visit www.kellihers.com

Unsafe flexible cord, intended 
for use in domestic and industrial 
applications, has been found 
on sale in the UK, prompting the 
ACI to issue a fresh alert to the 
electrical supply chain.  
The latest find of substandard 
flexible cords is marked ‘Made 
in Turkey’ and ‘Ermaks’. Samples 
came to light following the ACI’s 

recent `Counterfeit Flexible 
Cords’ campaign which alerted 
the electrical supply chain to 
dangerous industrial flexible cords. 
Further advice on this issue and 
other substandard cable can 
be found at www.aci.org.uk  or 
you can also call +44 (0)208 946 
6978/ +44 (0)7973 636688 or email 
enquiries@aci.org.uk

Kellihers opens new Bray branch

ACI warns of dangerous Turkish flexible cord

Bluetooth 
Network Controls
DANLERS ‘Casambi-enabled’ 
occupancy detectors 
use Bluetooth Low Energy 
communication to control 
lighting without the need for 
wiring between the controls and 
the luminaires.
Any number of Casambi-
enabled luminaires and controls 
in a building will automatically 
form a mesh network and the 
Casambi app can be used to 
quickly and simply set up any 
required control system.   
This has major advantages in 
cost, ease of installation and 
flexibility.
Casambi networks are both 
reliable and secure, devices 
can be added or taken away 
at any time - they can also be 
integrated with existing DALI or 
1-10VDC systems.
T: 01249 443377
E: sales@danlers.co.uk 
W: www.danlers.co.uk
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LIGHTING

under same ENERJSMART app.  
Since you don’t need to use a Hub 
with any ENER-J products, you can 
simply go at the pace you want, 
product by product and slowly 
convert a home into a smarter one.  
ENER-J’s smart products are 
available through leading national 
and independent electrical 
wholesalers across Ireland. Visit 
www.ener-j.co.uk for more details.

There is a lot of buzz around 
smart home products recently 
and, this is supported by 

YouGov report, that reveals that 
almost a quarter of Britons (23%) 
now own at least one smart device 
for the home, with just under one in 
10 (8%) owning two or more. 
ENER-J, one of the UK’s reputed 
smart home brands, recently 
launched its Smart WiFi GU10 5W 
Lamp which allows one to change 
colors (from 6000K to 2200K), 
dim lights and set timer from 
ENERJSMART app, remotely. 

Users can also group more than 1 
unit under the scene and control 
them all together via their app as 
well as through voice command 
to Alexa and Google Assistant. 
There are a few such smart lamps 
available but ENER-J’s GU10 comes 
in same size of 56mm as traditional 
GU10s and, as such, is very simple to 
retrofit into an existing fitting.  
Apart from Smart WiFi GU10, ENER-J 
offers the WiFi RGB LED Lamp, WiFi 
LED Tape Kit, WiFi Plug, WiFi Power 
Extension, WiFi 13A Twin Socket and 
USB and WiFi Inline Switches, all 

A SMART WIFI COLOR CHANGING GU10, 
CONTROLLABLE FROM A SMART PHONE…

A simple way to get 
smart lighting



90 |  ELECTRICAL MAGAZINE www.elecmagazine.comFOLLOW US ON:

CASE STUDY GREAT PATRICK STREET STUDENT ACCOMMODATION

Irwin M&E enjoyed the 
opportunity to utilise the 
company’s experience in 

student accommodation on 
a project in Northern Ireland 
with this work at Great Patrick 
Street.
The mechanical, electrical 
and integrated FM specialist 
has worked on student 
accommodation projects 
in Great Britain but Great 
Patrick Street provided the first 
opportunity to demonstrate this 

a little closer to home.
The impressive 474-bedroom 
student accommodation 
scheme at 28-30 Great Patrick 
Street in Belfast is part of an 
overall investment of £37million 
in the city. The design and build 
contract is worth £22million to 
Gilbert-Ash and the project has 
been developed by Olympian 
Homes and operated by 
Student Roost.
The new student 
accommodation has been 

finished to a high standard 
and, as well as the 474 
bedrooms across 11 floors, 
the facility includes common 
areas, study rooms, a laundry 
and a gym. The rooms are in 
clusters of four to six bedrooms, 
with each cluster having 
shared kitchen and living 
space.
Chris Adams, Contracts 
Director at Irwin M&E, 
commented, “We enjoyed 
working closely on this 

ON THE GREAT PATRICK STREET STUDENT ACOMMODATION PROJECT, IRWIN 
M&E BRINGS THE COMPANY’S EXPERIENCE HOME TO COMPLETE ANOTHER 
LARGE M&E PROJECT IN NORTHERN IRELAND…

“The co-operation on this venture was 
superb and meant that it ran smoothly.”

M&E CONTRACTOR
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GREAT PATRICK STREET STUDENT ACCOMMODATION CASE STUDY

challenging design and build 
project with the team at main 
contractor, Gilbert-Ash. After 
completing similar projects like 
this in Great Britain, it was great 
to be able to showcase that 
experience in Northern Ireland 
and I think it perfectly reflects 
the high standards that we 
bring to all our work.”
The focus of the M&E installation 
at Great Patrick Street Student 
Accommodation was energy 
efficiency. From an electrical 
perspective, a complete 
power and distribution solution 
was provided and service 
space was kept to a minimum 
by utilising a rising busbar 
system through the building 
to distribute power to each 
floor. LED lighting was installed 

throughout, with all public and 
circulation spaces controlled 
by automatic PIR detection. 
Full Category L1 fire alarm, 
disabled refuge, CCTV and 
door intercom systems were 
installed and commissioned for 
the safety and security of the 
students and staff.
TV and data distribution was 
provided to every en suite 
bedroom, studio and cluster 
kitchen, with HDMI provision 
also included within the studio 
rooms.
A full structured cabling system 
was provided throughout all 
core and circulation areas to 
allow the client’s I.T. provider to 
install a WIFI system, providing 
full coverage to the entire 
building.

Irwin M&E appointed 
Caldwell Consulting to work 
with the company on the 
design aspect. 
Chris added. “The co-
operation on this venture was 
superb and meant that it ran 
smoothly. Everyone pulled 
in the same direction and it 
made all the difference, on 
what was a tight schedule, to 
get the project completed.”

Irwin M&E, Unit 4 Diviny Drive, Carn, Portadown, BT63 5WE
T: 028 3839 7990 – E: info@irwinm-e.com
www.irwinm-e.com
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Client: Olympian Homes
M&E contractor: Irwin M&E
Main contractor: 
Gilbert-Ash
Architect: Like Architects

Project team…
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WSM Datatech 
showcased 
the company’s 

ability to meet the specific 
requirements of large-scale 
projects by supplying lighting 
and electrical accessories 
to Irwin M&E for the Great 
Patrick Street Student 
Accommodation project.
The leading electrical 
wholesaler boasts a 
comprehensive product 
range and, for this project, 
WSM Datatech was able to 
utilise the company’s strong 
partnerships with market-
leading manufacturers to 
deliver high quality solutions.
 “We’re delighted to have 
played an integral role in this 
project,” John Auld, Branch 

Manager, explained. “We 
are experts at co-ordinating 
this type of work  and worked 
closely with LED Group ROBUS 
and Scolmore to ensure we 
could deliver on time and 
keep Irwin M&E on track during 
a job that had significant time 
restrictions.”
The Scolmore products 
supplied for this project 
included the company’s 
Click® Mode® wiring 
accessory range. 
The modular design is a 
standard feature of the 
Mode® range, allowing 
designers and installers 
unprecedented flexibility in 
creating dedicated wiring 
solutions to deal specifically 
with virtually all wiring 

requirements.
The range has been well 
received since its launch 
over a decade ago and 
it was the combination of 
easy installation, flexibility 
and quality that made it the 
perfect choice for this student 
accommodation.
Importantly, the range of 
anthracite grey finished 
accessories complies with 
the current Part M Building 
Regulations, which was a 
necessity on this job.
The extensive range of solutions 
from LED Group ROBUS means 
the company is able to meet 
wide-ranging requirements, 
with WSM Datatech supplying 
the likes of Triumph, Eternity 
and Vulcan LEDs.

PARTNERSHIP APPROACH FROM WSM DATATECH DELIVERS SCOLMORE AND 
LED GROUP ROBUS PRODUCTS…

WSM Datatech, Unit 11-12, Duncrue Industrial Estate, Belfast, BT3 9BW
T: 0044 (0)28 9037 1888 – E: Belfast.386@eel.co.uk

www.edmundson-electrical.co.uk 

LIGHTING AND ACCESSORIES SUPPLIER
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The comprehensive 
portfolio of lighting 
products from LED Group 

ROBUS ensured that meeting 
the diverse lighting needs of 
the new Great Patrick Street 
Student Accommodation 
could be easily met.
Working alongside Like 
Architects and Irwin M&E, 
LED Group ROBUS was able 
to supply lighting solutions 
throughout the interior and 
exterior of the project.
Jim Bruce, Area Manager, 
said, “We are well versed in 
meeting the diverse needs of 
projects such as this and it was 
a pleasure to be working with 
Like Architects as well as Chris 
Adams and Tom Paul from 
Irwin M&E to ensure we could 
find the right lighting products 
to meet their expectations. 
We already have a long-
standing relationship with Irwin 
M&E and have completed a 
number of projects with them 

in England.”
Some of the products that LED 
Group ROBUS supplied for this 
project include the Triumph LED 
downlight which was installed 
in the student bedrooms, 
Eternity downlights for the 
corridors and Vulcan corrosion 
proof lighting for the stairwells 
and underground area. 
The Triumph LED downlights are 
suitable for use in offices, retail 
shops, reception areas, hotels, 
restaurants, bars and clubs and 
showrooms. The True ACtivate 
Driver-On-Board (DOB) mains 
operated technology provides 
dimmability, driver efficiency 
and reliability while the Chip-
On-Board (COB) deliver superb 
light output, high efficacy and 
a long life.
The Eternity LED downlights 
come with a die cast 
aluminium housing with 
polycarbonate diffuser and it 
passes the 850oC glow wire 
test.  The fast, simple and 

efficient installation features 
of this product also made it 
attractive for a project of this 
size. These features include 
the c/w driver and quick 
fix secondary connector as 
well as the fact that it comes 
prewired with 1.5m flex and a 
SWIFT 4 pin male/female plug 
& play connector with large 
terminals and integrated cable 
restraint.  
This extensive range of Vulcan 
premium corrosion-proof fittings 
come with a 5-year warranty 
and a rated LED life of 50,000 
hours. Providing the same 
mechanical performance 
as traditional corrosion proof 
fittings, Vulcan LEDs are one 
of the most efficient with 
efficacies up to 126lm/cctW 
that make energy savings of 
around 50% along with a long 
service life. This is without the 
high costs associated with 
traditional tube changes and 
labour.

LED GROUP ROBUS IS ABLE TO MEET A VARYING RANGE OF LIGHTING 
REQUIREMENTS….

LED Group ROBUS, Nangor Road, Dublin 12
T: (RoI) 01 709 9000 - (NI) 0800 973 220 or Jim Bruce on 07889 867159  
E: jbruce@robus.com or E: info@robus.com - www.robus.com

LIGHTING
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COMMUNICATIONS

After working on the 
new Grand Central 
Hotel in Belfast, MGA 

Communication turned its 
expertise to accommodation 
of a different kind for this 
project. 
The communication specialist 
provided the IP Infrastructure 
and TV/Satellite IRS 
communication solutions for 
all 474 bedrooms and within 
the communal areas to keep 
residents fully connected 
within this impressive new 
facility.
As recognised AV experts, the 
team at MGA Communication 
Ltd has worked on many 
prestigious projects across a 
wide range of sectors, not just 
in Northern Ireland but also 

across the UK and Ireland.
The scope of the company’s 
business is the supply, 
installation and commissioning 
of audio visual and 
communication systems, 
providing sales and technical 
support during the life cycle 
of the system(s) provided. This 
includes the design, delivery 
and management of both 
private and public sector 
projects. 
Established in 1994, the 
company comprises a team 
of highly competent, trained 
and dedicated professionals, 
technical field staff and 
office support personnel, 
working together to provide 
top quality solutions for the 
company’s many customers.

MGA Communication Ltd, 
55 Antrim Road, 
Ballynahinch, BT24 8AN 
T: 0044 (0)28 9756 5614 
E: enquiries@mgacom.co.uk 
www.mgacom.co.uk

FIRE & SECURITY CONTRACTOR

Digital Fire & Security 
supplied a complete fire 
and security package for 

the new Great Patrick Student 
Accommodation project.
As a leading supplier of fire 
detection, security systems 
and associated products and 
systems in Northern Ireland, the 
company is expertly qualified 
to meet the needs of projects 
of this size.
The fire alarm system installed 
by Digtal Fire & Security 
incorporated five Protec 6500 
Addressable Fire Alarm Control 
Panels to monitor and control 
over 1,000 addressable devices 
throughout the building. This 
was complemented by a 
Protec disabled refuge and 
disabled alarm system and a 
HikVision HD IP Network CCTV 
System

As an independently-
owned company, 
Digital Fire & Security 
has built a strong 
reputation for 
excellence and 
reliability, which is 
reflected in the high 
levels of repeat 
business and work 
gained through 
referrals. 
The company’s 
services cover both 
new build and upgrade 
projects in the residential 
and commercial sectors and 
in addition to installation, 
Digital Fire & Security’s annual 
maintenance cover all 
installations; ensuring regular 
inspections to combat faults; 
and taking preventative 
measures. 

Digital Fire & Security, 
Unit 27 Crescent Business Park, 
Lisburn, County Antrim, 
BT28 2GN
T: 0044 (0)28 9266 1555
E: info@dfsni.co.uk
www.dfsni.co.uk



ELECTRICAL MAGAZINE  |  95www.elecmagazine.com FOLLOW US ON:

GREAT PATRICK STREET STUDENT ACCOMMODATION CASE STUDY

C
A

SE
 S

TU
D

Y.
..

KEW Electrical ensured 
that Irwin M&E had all 
the electrical products 

required to keep the Great 
Patrick Street Student 
Accommodation project 
running smoothly.
Meeting the general day-to-
day electrical requirements 
of a project of this size 
required precise planning 
and co-ordination with 
Irwin M&E as well as regular 
deliveries to the Belfast 
site. This was particularly 
important given the strict 
time pressures the project 
team had to meet.
“From containment products 
to wiring and everything in 
between, we supplied an 
extensive range of electrical 
products to the team at 
Irwin M&E,” explained Alan 

Bingham, Assistant Manager 
at KEW Electrical, Belfast. “We 
kept in regular contact with 
Irwin M&E and had a system 
in place for them to update 
orders and keep us informed 
with their requirements. Our 
vans made deliveries every 
day, sometimes multiple 
times, in order to keep the 
stock levels replenished.
“It built up to a substantial 
amount of work throughout 
the duration of the project 
and we’re delighted to have 
established such a strong 
working relationship with 
Irwin M&E and look forward 
to working with them in the 
future.”  
The completion of the 
Great Patrick Street Student 
Accommodation adds to a 
number of high profile Belfast 

projects that KEW Electrical 
has been involved in this year, 
including the extension to the 
Holiday Inn Express and the 
new Grand Central Hotel.
This success reflects the 
impressive capabilities of this 
award-winning electrical 
wholesaler, with KEW Electrical 
meeting the needs of this 
sizeable projects alongside 
the requirements of customers 
at the company’s busy trade 
counter.
“We work hard to build and 
maintain our stock levels and 
that is the reason behind our 
ability to meet the needs of 
all of our customers,” added 
Alan. “We are well positioned 
to deal with the pressures 
of large projects as well as 
helping smaller contractors 
complete their projects.”

KEW ELECTRICAL ENSURES THAT THE STRICT DEADLINES OF THIS PROJECT 
ARE MET…

KEW Electrical, 385 Holywood Road, Belfast, BT4 2LS
T: 0044 (0)28 9047 1727 - E: Belfast@kewelectrical.co.uk 
www.kewelectrical.co.uk

ELECTRICAL WHOLESALER
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New High Bay luminaires from 
LEDVANCE for warehouses, 
factories and logistics centres 

provide a double whammy of 
energy savings.
Now available at wholesalers, the 
LED luminaires not only provide 
inherently high luminous effi-ciency, 
but are also controllable via DALI 
allowing light levels to be adjusted 
ac-cording to need.
These LEDVANCE smart High Bay 
DALI luminaires provide direct 
energy savings of up to 90% 
compared with conventional high 
bay luminaires.
Unlike mercury vapour and metal 
halide lamps, they are dimmable 
and switch on and off instantly, 
allowing further energy savings to 
be realised through daylight and 
occupancy-dependent operation.
The integral DALI-2 interface allows 
the LEDVANCE High Bay luminaires 
to be readily connected to popular 
presence and light level sensors. 
This results in even greater energy 
savings than the new LED luminaires 
already achieve with their high 
luminous efficacy of 140 lumen per 

watt. Other features include an 
easy electrical connection with a 
push-button connector and the 
LEDVANCE 5-year guarantee.
Also new at wholesalers is the High 
Bay DALI CLO which achieves 
constant luminous flux throughout 
its entire life. This makes calculations 
and planning easier for users as 
they can rely on the products 
keeping the same brightness levels 
throughout their L100 life span of up 
to 50,000 hours.
LEDVANCE High Bay luminaires 
are an ideal replacement for 
luminaires with mercury vapour or 
metal halide lamps in warehouses, 
logistics halls and other industrial 
applications as well as high ceiling 
environments such as shopping 
malls, airports and commercial 
buildings. In addition to the much 
lower energy consumption, 
LEDVANCE High Bay lights need 
replacing less frequently leading to 
maintenance cost savings. 
Contact: 
T: 0044 (0)1925 46 50 00 
E: csc.uk@ledvance.com
W: www.ledvance.co.uk

CONTROLLABLE DALI HIGH BAY 
LUMINAIRES FROM LEDVANCE… 

Double whammy of 
energy savings

Finding the right partner in 
the lighting industry to help 
you identify energy efficient 
lighting solutions for each 
area in the building you are 
wiring, managing or creating is 
essential. LEDVANCE, a global 
lighting business with over 110 
years’ experience in the lighting 
industry, is that partner.
The company offers Irish 
electrical contractors, facilities 
managers and architects 
innovative and energy efficient 
lighting products backed 
by exceptional service and 
expertise. 
The LEDVANCE product 
range includes traditional 
lighting, modern LED lamps 
and standardised over-the-
counter luminaires. Additionally, 
LEDVANCE offers connected 
smart lighting solutions to deliver 
even higher cost savings.

Delivering 
efficient light
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driver easily. 
“The ease of the installation 
helped me complete the job 
within the tight deadline that 
I had,” added Matt. “The 
customer was over the moon 
with the outcome and it’s 
transformed the windowless 
room with a great overall light 
coverage. The difference truly 
is remarkable.” 
For more information on Saxby 
Lighting and how they can 
help spruce up your space or 
give it a modern overhaul visit 
www.saxbylighting.com or call 
0333 00 333 08 and speak to a 
member of the team. 

Saxby Lighting’s extensive 
product range continues 
to make all the difference 

for contractors trying to meet 
the specific demands of 
clients.
That was the case when 
a gentleman’s club in 
Chippenham wanted to 
revamp their old-fashioned 
lodge with a new set of lights. 
Reeves Electrical Ltd had used 
Saxby Lighting’s domestic 
downlights on numerous jobs 
before so, when the contractor 
was looking for the perfect 
fittings for this assignment, it 
went straight to Saxby Lighting. 
Reeves Electrical chose to use 
the popular SirioDISC products, 
which boast 20mm ultra-slim 
profile, meaning they can fit 
in the thinnest of voids. The 
edge-lit technology and high-

power SMD LEDs offer an even, 
superior light output, with no 
dark spots and reduced glare. 
Reeves Electrical Ltd picked 
the SirioDISC because it was 
one of the only products 
the company could find 
on the market that met the 
requirements from its client. 
Director, Matt Reeves, said, 
“Not many companies 
produce a commercial sized 
downlight in warm white, 
which is what my customer 
specifically wanted. Pete at 
my local Denmans Electrical 
Wholesaler branch in 
Melksham was a huge help, as 
he sourced the product for me 
in such a short space of time.”
These products also benefit 
from being super simple to fit 
due to the jack plug which 
connects the SiroDISC and 

“The ease of the installation 
helped me complete the job 
within the tight deadline.”

THE POPULAR SIRIODISC PRODUCT RANGE DELIVERS A WARM WHITE LIGHT TO MEET 
CLIENT REQURIEMENTS…

Saxby Lighting proves to be 
the right choice
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the world’s population is currently 
covered by e-waste legislation, 
but only 20% of global e-waste is 
recycled each year. This means 
that 40 million tonnes of e-waste per 
annum is either placed in landfill, 
burned or illegally traded and 
treated in a sub-standard way.
Speaking about the first E-Waste 
Recycling Day, which took place 
on October 13, Karmenu Vella, 
EU Commissioner for Environment, 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, 
said, “This is an important and 
timely initiative because e-waste 
continues to increase in volume 
and the materials it contains are 
essential for manufacturing new 
products and satisfying consumer 
demand for e-products.
“Even in the EU, which leads the 
world in e-waste recycling, only 35% 
of e-waste is officially reported as 
properly collected and recycled. 
Awareness-raising initiatives 
impacting positively on collection 
rates will not only help member 
countries achieve the WEEE 
Directive’s targets but also help 
Europe in developing the circular 
economy.”
W: www.weeeireland.ie

WEEE Ireland marked the 
inaugural international 
E-Waste Day with a 

conference in Dublin’s Mansion 
House.
The event, entitled ‘WEEE 
Generation: Future-Proofing 
through Innovation and 
Excellence’, featured speeches 
and panel sessions from 
stakeholders and policymakers 
from across the sector. The 
day’s discussions celebrated the 
achievements of the e-waste 
recycling sector and also 
showcased the innovations that will 
take it into the future. 
Ireland is a European leader in 
e-waste recycling and this year’s 
conference has come at a perfect 
moment. With more than 65% of 
all EEE products placed on the 
market presented for recycling last 
year, Ireland is ahead of EU targets 
which mandate a country-wide 
approach to the issue. For the first 
time, the average Irish household 
presented 30kg of e-waste for 
recycling last year. For some items, 
the level of recycling actually 
exceeded the weight placed 
on the market, underlining the 
changing nature of technology 
alongside the remarkable success 
of recycling efforts. 
According to WEEE, attendees 

at the conference contributed to 
discussions on the circular economy 
and on contemporary research 
in the e-waste sector. Talks also 
covered the industry’s transition to 
Open Scope standards in line with 
recent regulatory change.
Speaking at the conference, Leo 
Donovan, Chief Executive of WEEE 
Ireland, said, “The environmental 
and economic benefits of quality 
management of WEEE cannot be 
overstated. Authorised recycling 
systems remove and treat 
hazardous material from legacy 
e-waste while also recovering 
valuable resources for use 
again. This urban mine potential 
is important to harness as we 

transition towards a 
much more circular 
and less wasteful 
society.” 
An ever-increasing 
amount of e-waste 
is being produced 
worldwide. It is 
estimated that 50 
million tonnes of 
e-waste will be 
generated globally 
in 2018. Two-thirds of 

CONFERENCE CELEBRATES THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE E-WASTE RECYCLING SECTOR 
AND LOOKS AHEAD TO FUTURE CHANGES…

WEEE celebrates E-Waste Day in Dublin
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It’s a familiar electrician’s challenge - how do you 
reach sunken screws and spring elements in confined 
spaces safely and easily?

Now Bahco has come up with the solution. Not 
only is the high performance alloy steel blade of 
the company’s ‘Slim’ 1000V slotted screwdriver 30% 
narrower than others but its handle is slimmer too.  
Unlike some screwdrivers, where the insulation can 
get in the way, it has the insulation moulded on to 
the blade, which has a black finish tip for greater 
accuracy.
It also enables a higher transfer of force with less effort, 
while its ergonomic design protects users’ hands from 
muscle strain or injury, the biggest cause of trade 
professionals taking time off work.
Several materials are used to make the comfortable 
handle.  A resistant plastic is used for the core, ensuring 
the blade is held securely, even under high strain. The 
red sections prevent the user’s hand sticking to the 
handle.
The colour coded handle has the screw type symbol 
on the domed end for easy identification of the tip.
Safety has always been a top priority for Bahco. All its 
insulated screwdrivers are tested at 10,000v to enable 
safe working on live equipment at 1000v, fully meeting 
IEC 60900. Many of its electricians’ tools are also VDE 
certified for added assurance.
Visit www.bahco.com to see the full Bahco range of 
electricians’ tools. 

GET AROUND THE PROBLEMS OF 
CONFINES SPACES...

Bahco’s ‘slim blade’ 
screwdriver has 1000v 
insulation built in
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MK STEP BY STEP

EMMA SEGELOV, HEAD OF MARKETING FOR MK ELECTRIC, TALKS THROUGH THE MK 
DIMENSIONS INSTALLATION PROCESS, AND WHY IT SHOULD BE THE GO-TO SOLUTION FOR 
CONTRACTORS… 

MK dimensions: STEP-BY-STEP

Last year, MK Electric launched its 
MK Dimensions range, specifically 
designed in response to the needs 

of busy contractors. With benefits 

MK Dimensions offers the ideal solution 
for contractors, providing ease of 
installation, reduced waste and a 
seamless final finish, with no risk of on-
site damage. The modern screwless 

including cost savings, ease and 
speed of specification and fit, this 
product could make all the difference 
in saving contractors unnecessary 

aesthetic of the range also presents an 
attractive option for end-users, whilst 
the scalability of MK Dimensions caters 
to every area of a development. This 
range not only addresses the needs of 

hassle when working on site.
Here is the breakdown of just how 
easy it is to fit MK Dimensions, and the 
benefits the range can provide -

contractors, specifiers and end-users, 
but also the construction industry at 
large – making it the perfect fit across 
the board.   
W: www.mkelectric.com

Step 1: 
A two-part 
solution  

Step 4: 
Protection 
from damage  

Step 5:  
Fit the 
frontplate  

Step 2: 
Ease of 
installation   

MK Dimensions comes as a 
two-part product solution - a 
functional module and clip-on 
frontplate. Importantly, it offers 
the two individual components 
as separate parts, with individual 
part numbers. This eliminates the 
risk of frontplate loss or damage 
as it can be ordered and 
installed separately.

The recyclable cover also 
protects the functional module 
from common on-site damage 
such as paint splatter, plaster 
abrasions, knocks and scrapes. 
In the past, this damage 
could occur to the frontplate, 
which would then need to be 
replaced, resulting in waste and 
additional cost. 

As this is a separate part, it can 
be ordered in the final stages 
of a build, when it is ready to fit. 
This means contractors do not 
need to worry about parts being 
mislaid or damaged while they 
are in storage. Furthermore, any 
late changes in frontplate finish 
can be accommodated without 
incurring additional cost.

Step 6:  
Simple to 
update  
The frontplate is tool removable 
so they can easily be 
interchanged with minimal 
disruption and even fitted by 
a less experienced worker. 
Available in nine different finishes 
including the latest addition, 
matt black, this range of finishes 
allows scalability within a 
development.

Wire the functional module 
to the wall and secure with 
supplied screws. Time-saving 
features such as backed out 
and captive screws, and in-
line and upward facing funnel 
entrance to terminals, save a 
significant amount of time per 
double socket outlet installation 
compared to alternatives.

Step 3: 
Recyclable 
cover 

Fit the recyclable cover 
provided over the functional 
module. This cover ensures 
the product meets British 
Standards before the frontplate 
is attached, meaning it can be 
used during the build phase to 
power on-site essentials such 
as phones, power tools, and 
cleaning products like vacuums. 
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city electrical factors 

SLIGO  Unit 9&10 Duncans Island, Finisklin, Co Sligo. 
 T: (071) 9151820
DUBLIN 94-96 Middle Abbey Street, Dublin 1.
 T: 01 8788180
LETTERKENNY Unit 2, Kiltoy, Letterkenny, Co Donegal. 
 T: (074) 9106100
CASTLEBAR Unit 10 Castlebar Business Park, Breaffy Road,  
 Castlebar, Co Mayo. T: (094) 9027196 
FINGLAS Unit 25 Northpark, North Road, Dublin 11. 
 T: (01) 8239000
MULLINGAR Unit 12A Clonmore, Mullingar Buisness Park,  
 Mullingar, Co Westmeath. T: (044) 9385515
NAAS Unit F3, N7 Business Park Naas, Co Kildare. 
 T: (045) 4898099
RED COW Unit B1, JFK Trading Centre, John F Kennedy Rd,  
 Dublin 12. T: (014) 242042
DUNDALK Unit 3, Butterly Business Park, Coes Rd, Dundalk, 
 Co Louth. T: (042) 9327305
CORK  Units 8&9 Lehenaghbeg, Forge Hill Cross,  
 Togher, Cork. T: (021) 4321820
WATERFORD Unit 10E, Six Crossroads Business Park,  
 Waterford. T: (051) 372825
LIMERICK Unit K1, East Way Business Park, Ballysimon, 
 Limerick. T: (061) 423310
TRALEE Units 5,6 Westside, Monavally Industrial Estate,
 Tralee, Co Kerry. T: (066) 7103955

Beacon
F I R E  &  S E C U R I T Y  ( N I )  L I M I T E D

Beacon

TOTAL 
SOLUTIONSSOLUTIONS

BEACON FIRE & SECURITY 
(NI) LIMITED

15 The Crescent Business 
Park, Ballinderry Road, Lisburn, 

County Antrim, BT28 2GN

T: NI - 028 9267 6622
RoI: 048 9267 6622 

E: info:beacon-ni.co.uk
www.beacon-ni.co.uk

ALWAYS PUTTING 
ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS FIRST

l CCTV
l INTRUDER ALARMS
l INTERCOM
l FIRE DETECTION
l NURSE CALL SYSTEMS
l ACCESS CONTROL
l DOOR ENTRY
l SMOKE CLOAK
l MONITORING SERVICE
l WARDEN CALL
l FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

Unit 4, Campbells Yard, Belfast Road, 
Newry BT34 1QH
T: +44 (0)28 3083 4050
E: newrysales@centuryelectrical.co.uk
Sat: 9.00am - 12.00pm

Sandholes Road, Kilcronagh Business Park, 
Cookstown BT80 9HG
T: +44 (0)28 8676 2626
E: cookstownsales@centuryelectrical.co.uk
Sat: 9.00am - 12.00pm

207 City Business Park, Dunmurry, 
Belfast BT17 9HY
T: +44 (0)28 9061 8666
E: belfastsales@centuryelectrical.co.uk
Sat: 9.00am - 12.00pm

Unit B1 Portview Trade Centre, 
310 Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 1HE
T:+44 (0)28 9045 1056
E: belfasteast@centuryelectrical.co.uk
Sat: 9.00am - 12.00pm

Unit 3, Coastal Warehouse
83 Dargan Road, Belfast BT3 9JU
T:+44 (0)28 9077 1950
E: bns@centuryelectrical.co.uk

QUALITY PRODUCTS 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 

EXCELLENT DELIVERY SERVICE

NEWRY

BELFAST DUNMURRY

BELFAST EAST

BELFAST NORTH

COOKSTOWN

ENNISKILLEN

COLERAINE

LISBURN

Killyhevlin Industrial Estate, Enniskillen, 
Co. Fermanagh BT74 4EJ.
T: +44 (0)28 6632 6555
E: enniskillensales@centuryelectrical.co.uk

31 Ardreagh Road, Coleraine BT51 4DN
T: +44 (0)28 7086 8305
E: info@srkequipment.com
E: coleraine@centuryelectrical.co.uk
Sat: 9.00am - 12.00pm

1b Altona Industrial Estate, Altona Road,
Lisburn BT27 5QB
T: +44 (0)28 9260 5455
E: lisburn@centuryelectrical.co.uk
Sat: 9.00am - 12.00pm

www.centuryelectrical.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND’S
LEADING SUPPLIERS TO THE ELECTRICAL 

TRADE NOW LOCATED AT:

OPENING HOURS:
Mon - Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm

www.bmelectricalwholesale.co.uk

HEAD OFFICE
Ballycastle Road Industrial Estate,

Ballycastle Road, Coleraine 
T: +44 (0)28 7032 0888
F: +44 (0)28 7032 0770

BRANCHES
 Pennybridge Industrial Estate, Ballymena

T: +44 (0)28 2565 4000
F: +44 (0)28  2565 5000

Unit B2 Balliniska Business Park,
Balliniska Road,Derry 

T: +44 (0)28 7136 8822
F: +44 (0)28 7136 8833

sales@bmelectricalwholesale.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDANT 
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALER

Wholesaler Category 
Best Family/Independent

WINNER
Electrical Magazine’s

Reader’s Poll

FIRE & SECURITY
Full suite of fire &
security protection solutions

ENERGY
Energy management &
renewable energy solutions

AUDIO VISUAL
Audio and visual 
Technology Systems

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
Systems designed to make
living independent easier

Protecting
Sustaining
Connecting
Maintaining
Your World

atlasworld.co.uk
028 9039 1000
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ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE
DUNGANNON

DUNGANNON ELECTRICAL 
WHOLESALE

199 Killyman Road, Dungannon, BT71 6RR
Telephone: +44 (0)28 87729787  

Fax: +44 (0)28 87752166
www.dungannonelectrical.co.uk

Serving the Electrical Industry

www.dungannonelectrical.co.uk

Serving the 
Electrical 
Industry

WIDE RANGE 
OF ITEMS IN 
STOCK

(SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS)

SAME DAY 
DELIVERY

www.demesne.ie

• Dublin Branch
 +353 (0)1 404 7700

• Cork Branch
 +353 (0)21 435 5440

• Tyrone Branch
 +44 (0)28 8772 5033

• Belfast Branch
 +44 (0)28 9075 6808

• Luton Branch: +44 (0)1582 848402

www.eurosales.ie

www.eurosales.ie

HEAD OFFICE
EURO SALES - RINGSEND
9 Fitzwilliam Street, Ringsend, Dublin 4. 
Tel: 01-6680477 - Fax: 01-6680854
E-Mail: info@eurosales.ie

BRANCHES AT
EURO SALES - SANDYFORD
Unit 1G, Block 2. Three Rock Road, 
Sandyford Industrial Estate, Dublin 18. 
Tel: 01-2959611 - Fax: 01-2959613
E-Mail: sandyford@eurosales.ie

EURO SALES - GLASNEVIN
100 Slaney Road, 
Dublin Industrial Estate, Dublin 11. 
Tel: 01-8300937 - Fax: 01-8300966 
E-Mail: slaney@eurosales.ie

CONTACT THE LIGHTING 
DEPARTMENT DIRECT 
Tel: 01-8500668 - Fax: 01-8300911
E-Mail: lamps@eurosales.ie

the one-stop-shop for 
the electrical trade

EST 1972

Opening Hours: Mon-Thurs 7.30am - 5.30pm
Fri 7.30am - 4.30pm - Sat 8.30am - 12 noon

www.eweni.co.uk

MALLUSK BRANCH
Unit 5, Antrim Line Business Park, 

Sentry Lane, Mallusk, 
Newtownabbey, Co Antrim BT36 4XX

Tel: +44 (0)28 9083 0303 - Fax: +44 (0)28 9083 0306 
Email: mallusk@eweni.co.uk

MAGHERAFELT BRANCH
Unit 1b, Loves Hill, Castledawson Road, 

Magherafelt BT45 8DP
Tel: +44 (0)28 7946 9600 - Fax: +44 (0)28 9746 9699

Email: magherafelt@eweni.co.uk

NEWTOWNARDS BRANCH
Unit 4 Scrabo Business Park, Jubilee Road, 

Newtownards, BT23 4ZP
Tel: +44 (0)28 9180 0981
Email: ards@eweni.co.uk

AWARD WINNING 
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALER

SUPPLIERS OF:

SUPPLIERS OF ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTING MATERIALS TO 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS, LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES, FACTORIES ETC

Email: info@cableandaccessories.co.uk
www.cableandaccessories.co.uk

HEAD OFFICE...

DISTRIBUTORS OF: 
• Thorn Lighting • Hager Switchgear • MK Accessories 
• Gewiss • Click • Avo • Unitrunk • Pirelli Cables
• ESP Fire Alarms & Emergency Lighting 
• GE Lamps & Tubes • ROBUS • Crabtree 
• ATC • Dimplex, Redring etc

Balliniska Business Park, 
Springtown Industrial Estate, Londonderry. 
T: +44 (0)28 7136 0110 - F: +44 (0)28 7126 3796

n  BUNCRANA Unit 4A Milltown Business Park, Buncrana

 Tel: +353 (0)74 9322569 - Fax: +353 (0)74 9321771

n  OMAGH 53 Derry Road, Omagh

 Tel: +44 (0)28 8225 2642 - Fax: +44 (0)28 8225 2645

n  LIMAVADY 16 Connell Street, Limavady

 Tel: +44 (0)28 7772 2188 - Fax: +44 (0)28 7776 8991

n  DERRY Maydown Works, Derry

 Tel: +44 (0)28 7186 0834 - Fax: +44 (0)28 7186 0834

n  LETTERKENNY Fiesta Port Road, Letterkenny

 Tel: +353 (0)749126788 - Fax: +353 (0)749126539

EVOline Ireland

EVOline Ireland
Ph: 0834088579
Email:
sales@evoline.ie
Web:
www.evoline.ie
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FAIRLEY & SMYTH
ElEctrical WholEsalErs ltd

Suppliers of:-
Cables, Heating, Lighting, Fans,

Switchgear, Showers, Decorative 
Wiring Accessories etc

 Tel: +44 (0)28 9077 5888
Fax: +44 (0)28 9077 2100

FOR A FRIENDLY & RELIABLE
SERVICE

Unit 7, Duncrue Crescent, Duncrue Ind Est, 
Belfast BT3 9BW

Email: sales@fairleysmyth.co.uk

Northern Ireland’s Leading 
Independent Electrical Wholesaler

“Competitive Prices, First Class 
Service, Products and Staff”

T:+44 (0)28 9047 1727
www.kewelectrical.co.uk

KEW ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTORS LTD. 
 T/A Eds & Eds Ltd, 

385 Holywood Road, Belfast, BT4 2LS
T: +44 (0)28 9047 1727 • F: +44 (0)28 9047 1153

E: belfast@kewelectrical.co.uk

facebook.com/
kewelectrical

twitter.com/
edsandeds

• Ultra modern trade counter & lighting showroom
•  Next day delivery to anywhere in Northern Ireland

•  Same day delivery service
•  Call and collect service

•  Open Saturdays 9.00am – 12.30pm
•  Branches also in Mainland UK

•  Supplying the trade for over 100 years

SPECIALISTS IN:
CABLE
DATA

LED LIGHTING
WIRING ACCESSORIES

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) & ACCESSORIES

OFFERING TURNKEY SERVICES:
IN-HOUSE LIGHTING DESIGN TEAM

ENERGY EFFICIENT SOLUTIONS
PANEL BUILDING SHOP

www.kellihers.com

THE COMPLETE ELECTRICAL WHOLESALER

BRANCH NAME ADDRESS PHONE
Kellihers Electrical Ballymount M50 Business Park, Ballymount Road Upper, Dublin 12 01 4566717
Kellihers Electrical Sandyford Unit E3, Three Rock Road, Sandyford Industrial Estate, Dublin 18 01 2952011
Kellihers Electrical Croke Park Unit G2 Croke Park Industrial Estate, Russell Street, Dublin 1 01 8554704
Kellihers Electrical Finglas Unit 27, North Park, North Road, Finglas, Dublin 11 01 8041160
Kellihers Electrical Naas  Unit A1, Toughers Industrial Estate, Newhall, Naas, Kildare  045 447860
Kellihers Electrical Portlaoise Clonminam Industrial Estate, Portlaoise, Laois  057 8664660
Kellihers Electrical Dundalk Ard Easmuinn Road, Dundalk, Louth 042 9327854
Kellihers Electrical Kilkenny Unit 11A, Loughboy Industrial Estate, Kilkenny  056 7750410
Kellihers Electrical Waterford Tramore Road, Waterford 051 377755
Kellihers Electrical Cork- Tramore Road Tramore Road, Cork  021 4704100
Kellihers Electrical Cork- Eastgate Units 31-32 East Gate Drive, Eastgate, Little Island, Cork  021 4296240
Kellihers Electrical Cork- Mallow Road North Point Business Park, Mallow Road, Cork  021 4932300
Kellihers Electrical Tralee Ballymullen, Tralee, Kerry  066 7145300
Kellihers Electrical Killarney Ross Road, Killarney, Kerry  064 6633985
Kellihers Electrical Limerick Dock Road, Limerick 061 417442
Kellihers Electrical Ennis Unit 9 Quinn Road Business Park, Ennis, Clare  065 6844233
Kellihers Electrical Bray Unit A3 Old Court Industrial Estate, Boghall Road, Bray 01 2042670
CT Electric Galway  Sean Mulvoy Road, Galway  091 745300
CT Electric Castlebar Castlebar Industrial Estate, Castlebar, Mayo 094 9023650
CT Electric Ballina  Unit 7 Moyvalley Business Park, Ballina, Mayo  096 60420
CT Electric Sligo Finisklin Industrial Estate, Sligo  071 9145068
CT Electric Athlone  Unit 3 Daneswell Business Park, Monksland, Athlone  090 6494681

ALL TYPES OF  
ELECTRICAL CABLE

WANTED
NOW
Industrial

Commerical
Domestic
Any Condition
Obsolete Stock

Complete Clear out

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT 

WILL COLLECT IF REQUIRED

Tel: 00353 87 768 4333
Mulitmetals Recycling Ltd, 
The Murrough, Bollarney, Wicklow
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t: +44 (0)28 9034 2233  e: info@scanalarms.co.uk

www.scanalarms.co.uk

40W, 60W, 100W AND 
150W INCANDESCENT 
LAMPS, CANDLES 
AND GOLFBALLS STILL 
AVAILABLE.

www.polarisled.com

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT US AT:
86-88 Dargan Crescent, Belfast.

T: +44 (0)28 9039 6945
F: +44 (0)191 4999626 - E: info@polarisled.com

MANUFACTURER OF LED LIGHTING
GREENER, BRIGHTER... BETTER!

LED
LIGHTING

www.polarisled.com

FLOODLIGHTS, 
GU10’S, PANELS, 

HIGHBAYS, LAMPS

86-88 Dargan Crescent, Belfast.
T: +44 (0)28 9039 6945
F: +44 (0)191 4999626 
E: info@polarisled.com

MANUFACTURER OF LED LIGHTING
GREENER, BRIGHTER... BETTER!

ALSO VISIT

www.mullingarelectrical.com

THE
LIGHTING

SHOWROOM

Mullingar Branch
30 Clonmore Business Park,
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath

T:+353 44 9343040 - F:+353 44 9343517
Email: sales@mullingarelectrical.com

Longford Electrical Wholesale
3 Cartronageeragh Business Park,

Athlone Road, Co. Longford
T:  +353 43 334 6380 - F: +353 43 3346 381

Email: longford@mullingarelectrical.com

Midland Electrical Wholesale
5 Sragh Business Park, Tullamore, Co. Offaly

T:+353 57 9351561 - F:+353 57 9323748
Email: tullamore@mullingarelectrical.com

North East Electrical Wholesale
11 North Link Business Park, Inner Relief Road, 

Dundalk, Co. Louth 
T:+353 42 9328472 - F:+353 42 9328784

1 Clonmore Business Park, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, Ireland
T:+353 44 9343299 / 9341781 - F:+353 44 9341805

E: lighting@mullingareletrical.com 

Your local electrical wholesaler

SUPPLIERS OF:

PHILIPS • MK • CED • DIMPLEX • GE 
• HKC • UTC Fire & Security • ABB • ACT  

•  DRAKA

www.new.ie

HEAD OFFICE
Unit 46 Rosemount Business Park, 
Ballycoolin, Dublin 11, D11 K26W

T: +353 (0)1-2541900 - F: +353 (0)1-2541925 
new@new.ie                          

BRAY BRANCH
Unit 48 Beechwood Close, Boghall Road, Bray

Co Wicklow, A98 K5D4
T: +353 (0)1 2453970 - F: +353 (0)1 2116200

CORK BRANCH
Unit 16/17, Northlink Bus Park, 

Old Mallow Road, Cork, T23 VY28 
T: +353 (0)21-2432990 - F: +353 (0)21-4396966

NAAS BRANCH
Unit B4 M7 Business Park, Newhall, 

Naas, Co. Kildare, W91 F762
T: +353 (0)45-895896 - F: +353 (0)45-895898  

BALLYMOUNT BRANCH
Unit 3B Sunbury Ind. Est. Ballymount Road,
Lower Walkinstown, Dublin 12, D12 FY06

T: +353 (0)1-4567100 - F: +353 (0)1-4566366

MARINO BRANCH
68 Malahide Road, Marino, Dublin, D03 CY67
T: +353 (0)1-5631900 - F: +353 (0)1 8054834

CASTLEDERMOT BRANCH
18 Main Street, Castledermot, Co Kildare

T: +353 (0)59-915-8060 - F: +353 (0)59-916-2591

Electrical & Security 
Distributors Ltd

DUBLIN 11  

DUBLIN 12

www.rew.ie

follow 
us on

  Unit 17 & 18, Finglas Business Centre,
 Jamestown Road, 
 T: (01) 652 7036

 Unit 2, Red Cow Retail Centre,   
 Robinhood Road, Ballymount
 T: +353 (1) 464 2200
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Specialist 
Distributor of Lamps 
and Control Gear to 

the Electrical 
Wholesale Trade

Unit 13, Duncrue Industrial Park, 
Belfast, BT3 9BP

T: +44 (0)28 9077 1506
E: belfast@stearn.co.uk
www.stearn.co.uk

YOUR ‘OTHER’ 
WAREHOUSE

PLUS 2 TO 6 CELL 
EMERGENCY BATTERY 
STICKS AND PACKS

DISTRIBUTORS OF:

58a Dargan Crescent
Belfast, BT3 9JP

T: +44 (0)28 9532 0506
F: +44 (0)28 9532 0606

E: sales@slg-belfast.co.uk

Take advantage of our 
job section online, 

specifically targeted 
at people within the 
electrical industry!

ONLY £75+ VAT for 4 Weeks
on the Electrical website and across 

social media 

Contact Janice Uprichard on  
NI: 028 9261 2990 - RoI: 01696 8319 or 

janice@kmpltd.co.uk for more info

ARE YOU  
RECRUITING?

www.elecmagazine.com/jobs

JOBS

Units 11 & 12 Duncrue Industrial Estate
Duncrue Road, Belfast BT3 9BW
Tel: +44 (0)28 9037 1888   
Fax: +44 (0)28 9037 1471
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PLEASE 
DOWNLOAD OUR 
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FROM THE 
APP STORE


